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Recommendatory Letter

The following letter from Rev. Andrew Broaddy€aroling, and
Peter Nelson, EsqProfessor of Wingfield Academy, Hanoyeis so
gratifying to the feelings of the authorathhe cannot withhold from
publication the recommendation of men so capable of judging of the
merits of such a work:

August 30,1810

Dear Sirg The examination of youtistory of the Rise and Progress
of the Baptists in Virginidhas indeed been to us a pleasing task; not
merely as it has afforded us an opportunity of complying with the re
uisition of a friendship we highly value, but from the manner in which
the compilation is executed.

We are far from intending the complimentatyle of recommeret
tion when we say that we consider this a truly valuable and well executed
work. The style is perspicuous, concise, and well adapted to history; the
arrangement clear and happily calculated to prevent confusion; and the
matter it contaia highly important and interesting to every friend of
truth and piety.

We cannot conclude without congratulatyauon the completion of
an undertaking so laborious as this has been, anguthiec on the a-
quisition of a work calculated, in a considermldlegree, to gratify the
curious and inform the inquisitive, as well as to promote the cause of true
religion.

Accept the assurances of our friendship and esteem.

Peter Nelson.
Andrew Broaddus.



Prefaceto the Original Edition

Unlessthe compiler is wholly deceived in himself, his attempt to
write a history of th&/irginia Baptistsdid not spring either from the love
of money or the love of fame. To say that these things never entered his
thoughts would be saying what no one wdutieve. His motive was an
ardent wish for the prosperity of truth, which he really thought could be
greatly promoted by a plain and simple exhibition of &Godealings
towards His people. The rise and rapid spread of the Baptists in Virginia
was so rem&able that there are but few who do not believe that some
historical relation of them will be productive of real advantage to true
religion. So much were our revolutionary reformers persuaded of this
that they made arrangements, as early as 1788, totaolégerials and
publish a history, as may be seen by turning to our history of the pr
ceedings of the General Committee.

If his book does not recommend itself by its polished style, deep e
udition or rhetorical flights, he thinks that it possesses qualitiat are
more valuable in such a work. Candor and simplicity, in church history,
appear to the author properties of primary importance. He has faithfully
recorded the foibles and failures, as well as the virtues and praises, of his
own people.

The documets which were before him were of various sorts. Some
were printed, and, of course, rested upon the veracity of the author. Some
were old manuscripts gathered from the papers of persons long since
dead, and which might have been hastily composed, thdiorguhot
expecting their publication and not being alive to give explanations.
Some, and indeed many, were furnished by living characters, who
doubtless always gave as correct information as they possessed. But
from the contradictory statements of the sdawnts by different persons
there must have been many mistakes. The compiler always strove to
select from the various statements that which seemed most likely to be
correct; yet without doubt he will be found sometimes to have been
mistaken. His errors, lieever, if there are any, are chiefly, if not wholly
respecting matters of secondary importance. To make a satisfagtory s
lection was often extremely difficult indeed, yet the arrangement of
materials received was not the most arduous part. An unaccauntabl
backwardness of many to furnish in any way the information possessed
rendered the task almost impracticable. All these difficulties considered,



with many that cannot be expressed, the reader willadmare than
justice to say thahowever incorrect th&vork may be in some of its
parts, and however deficient in others, it is still a performance that must
have cost no inconsiderable labor and solicitude.

Whilst he expresses regret at the backwardness of some, he feels a
more than commensurate pleasure in expressing his gratitude for the
laudable forwardness of others. These are so numerous and so deserving
that he is fearful, whilst he cannot insert thenea of all, the sensibility
of others might be wounded if he should mention those dRéwe Wk
liam Mason,of Culpeper;John Poindexterpf Louisa; A. Waller, of
Spotsylvania;William Brame, of Richmond;Benjamin Watkins of
PowhatanWilliam Richards of Mecklenburg;Josiah OsbornandJohn
Alderson of Greenbrier;,William Howard of Montgomery;John J@&-
kins of Pittsylvania;Jeremiah Moorgof Fairfax; andMr. Thomas Buck,
of Frederick. From these a prompt and friendly aid was afforded; and,
indeed, some exerted themselves above what could have been expected.
From the histories of the Kehukee and Ketocton Associgtexisacts
have been made as to Portsmouth and Ketodtortheir authors he
must, therefore, express his obligations. Mr. Letanirginia Chrori-
cle, his manuscript collection, &c., were the more valuable because they
furnished matter which could not have been easily, if at all, obtained
elsewhere.

There are @me parts of the history, such as treat on churches, &c.,
which will not be interesting to many readers; yet to others these places
may be the most desirable.

The tables prefixed to each Association are designed to exhibit a
compendious view of the churahef which they are composed.

In treating on churches and Associations, opportunities are often
taken of delineating some living characters, and thereby to hold up for
imitation the praiseworthy properties of good men; and, in a few i
stances, by exhibitgqnthe true characters of bad ones, a warning-is o
fered to the unwary.

Finally, whatever may be the censures of bigots and cynics, the author
hopes for the candid and liberal support of the friends of truth and piety;
and for these this book is particuladesigned.

Notwithstanding great pains have been taken to prevent it, some
grammatical and some typographical errors have imperceptibly crept
into this work. These, it is believed, seldom, if ever, affect the sense.



Preface to the1894 Revised Edition

The reasons for the republication of this History are not far to seek.
The eyes which greeted its appearance in 1810 have all long since closec
in death, andwo full generations have since then passed away, leaving
scarcely one in a thousand now who is familiar with the events of which
it treats. Meanwhile, time that spared the statue of Adsidnrse but
overwhelmed that of the emperor himself, has beew, mlsscuring the
real actors in great movements and exalting other claimants in their
stead. Its changes have not spared the worthy characters of this history,
but threaten to confuse their actions, and to efface their writteromem
rials, the names of thdgees associated with their toils and sufferings,
and even their graves. The lines of the State which they helped to make
illustrious have been altered, and @hed of its counties have entered
into the formation of a new Commonwealth, while nearly a pkopa-
tion of the remainder have been brought into being since this work was
written.

The endeavor to found Baptist churches in Virginia has in its earlier
stages an extraordinary andigure rdigious movement, unparalleled
elsewhere in thaistory of Christianity on the American continent, and
the like of which, it is not to be supposed, will ever occur again The
causes of this may be traced in the origin histiory of the colony of
Virginia, the successful undertaking of which found its most zealadis an
effective advocatenia prebendary of the Established Church of England
whose pen drafted the rules of government underhthie first exge-
dition sailed. Priests of the church accompanied the earliest and most
important voyages, and for ma signalizedtheir landings onJames
River with ther prayers. Among the earliest buildings reared ateam
stown was one consecrated to the services of the chtiheh most
zealous care of the Colonial Assembly for enibran a century after the
settlement was to cemetiie union between the government and the
church, andd make the claims and offices of the latter as bindimng a
possible upon the people. Thus legalized, the ¢hamticipated the birth
of the children of the colony, drdid not forsake them in ér deah. It
offered its blessg on their natal hours in praysi®r all women in the
perils of childbirth.0 It sealed their tender infancy Wiits baptismal
sacrament, under rubrics which provid@dhe priest shall take the child
in his hands, and naming tlekild, shall dip it in the watediscreetly
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and warilyd f published the bans afiatrimonyon its churb doors, and
solemnized the rite with its formula. éforced Sabbath worship in
accordance with its ritual dnaeed, and under heavy penalties itsr
neglect; and thebsequies of the dead it directed after its own impressive
burial service. Even its churgfards were made by law cemeteries, so
that the Establishment which nursed its children so closely in life, ceased
not to cover them with its sldows in death.

A church whose offices were brought so intimately into contact with
the most important concerns and sacred relations of the colonists could
not fail to become endeared in the hearts of many with a love and ve
eration strengthened by themtgest bonds of their habits, associations,
traditions and memories. It therefore should not excite great surprise that
when the Baptists arose in Virginia with principles so antagonistic to the
union of church and State, s@eiorous for a regenerate cblimem-
bership, for the baptism of believers only, for independence in church
government, and the voluntary principle in support of religion, they
should have met with determined opposition, and that all the machinery
of the law and the courts should hawseb employed to restrain and
silence them.

In the contest which ensued, which was a truly noble and heroic phase
in the development of religious freedowhile we must accord their full
meed of praise to albthers who coperated in the struggle, it is but
simple justice to say that no other parties in Virginia, religious ot-poli
ical, saw so clearly as th&eparate Baptistshe stand which it was
necessary to take, and the sacrifid@ich it was necessary to make, in
order to secure perfect religious ediyadnd freedom. And having seen
thus clearly, their record shows how ready they were to take the stand
and to suffer the penalty. Many a rude arbor and shaded groveiand pr
vate dwelling,unlicensed by the general coas places for preaching,
yet used asud by the Baptist preacherbecame witnesses of the stand
which they took; while the jails in Alexandria, Warrenton, Culpeper,
Fredericksburg, Tappahannoand Urbana as well as those in King
and Queen, Carolinand Chesterfield, became witnessethefpenalty
which they endured.

The formidable opposition which confronted this early work did not
make it more remarkable than did the abundant successes which
crowned it. The force which sought to stifle it seemed to add new vigor
to its life. Its growh after the Revolution became phenomenal. A letter
written from Baltimore, February 4, 1790, and published in London,
said: iThe Gospk of Christ has obtained a glorious conquest over
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thousands in the United States of America. Virginia in particular is
wonderfully blessed with large effusions of the Holy Spirit. A few
months since | received a letter from one of the ministers in said State,
giving an account of between four and five thousand persons added to
one Association in less than fifteen morthisne.0 A correspondent
writing from New York of the same work saitthe progress of divine
truth is amazing Another, in a letter datedBoston, November 4,
17899 said of it:fiBy accounts from those parts it has seemed something
like the day of PentecoéiThrough a series of large ingatherings such as
are here reported, the Baptist churches of Virginia, though it was the last
of the thirteen original colonies in which they gained a permanent
footing, were enabled during the lifetime of many of their fousder
report a membership nearly, if not quite, as large as that of all the other
colonies combined.

The work was remarkable not only in the manner of its increase, but
in that of itsdepletionas well, by which its ministers by the score, and its
members # the thousand, were withdrawn from Virginia on the tide of
southern and western emigration. This exodus was by individuals, by
families, by companies, and in some instances by churches, which,
gathering together their pastors, deacamsl members, wittheir chi-
dren and servants, their household goods, provisions, cattle, leordes
wagons, set out on the rugged paths of the emigrant, across mountains
through dense forestand over rushing rivet® find new settlements,
and to rear new meetinghouses on the plains and among the valleys of
Kentucky, Tennesseand other States. Thus the work in Virginie: b
came an important factor in extending Baptist principles to the $4issi
sippi River and beyondand from theOhio to the Gulf, and thereby
helping to create within territory of the Southern Baptist Convention the
maost numerous Baptist constituency in the world.

Of this History, as prepared by its author, an authority no less co
petent than the late rDJL. Burrows (a name greatly honored and
revered by Virginia Baptists) has expressed the following estimate:

flt is one of the most successful attempts of the sort that has ever
been made for any son of our world. It was wellnasterfully
done. Oumeople have never appreciated this work as sedees.
It is today one of the most suggestive, disciplinary, inspiring-tre
tises on Baptist doctrines, methods, developments, to be found in
our libraries. In style simple and clear, conscientiously venagio
in its facts and figures, accurate in its statements of doctrine and
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polity, calm and faithful in narrating the sufferings of the fathers,
honest and precise in portraying discussions and controversies,
furnishing the sentiments and facts from whichcae trace the
development of our principles and practices to the present time; it
is a treasury of knowledge without which much that is valuable in
the past would be impenetrably obscure. All honor, and more
honor than has ever yet been given, is due ¢ontlemory of this
industrious and trustworthy compiler and preserver of our early
history 0

Of the author of the History, whose portrait appears as the frontispiece
of this volume, Dr. Charleld. Ryland, secretary of the Virginia Baptist
Historical Societyand one of the ministerial sons of Bruington church,
has appropriately written:

The church at Bruington, King and Que@ounty Va., was
constituted in 1790. While they were anxiously seeking a leader, it
was revealed to them that there was a young man, one of their own
number, before God cryingt.ord, what wilt thou have me to d»?
That man was Robert Baylor Semple, a youngéawwenty years
old, who, the year before, had been baptized by Elder Theodorick
Noel and joined Upper King and Queen church. He was born at
Rosemount, near Bruington, was a widsvgon, of respectable
family and well educated. The church laid their hegon him in
ordination and made him their pastor. His first efforts at preaching
were so stammering that a distinguished lawyer and statesman,
hearing him, predicted that young Semple would never in the
character of a minister gain the attention of th@yanmunity. But
this was the man who led the flock for more than forty years. His
first text was the index of his long and able minis@ijhat Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinridtss no exaggeration to
say that the Baptists of Virginia hamever had another figure so
influential and commanding, nor one more useful in their ministry.
His labors in the pastorate, his work for education and missions,
his great and wise leadership upon all questions of denominational
polity, and last, though rideast, his invaluable services as the
historian of his peopl& principles, sufferings and work, were such
as to entitle him to the encomiuénle was a fathein israel.6

His body sleeps under the oaks in Bruington church yard, and
over it, upora broadmarble slab, is this scription:

In Memory of
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Robert Baylor Semple,

Minister of the Gospel.

BornJan. 20th, 189.

In lifeGs early prime he was called to tkeowledgeof the truth,
and baptized upon profession of his failfor more than forty
years, withunwearied diligence ahzeal, he devoted the powers of
an energetic mind, furnished with a classic education, to the se
vice of his Divine Master in the work of the ministry.

Having finished his course on earth, he was caltecest from
his labors Deceltver 25, 1831, being neahé close of his -
ty-third year. iWell done, good and faithful servant; enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord dhe church and congregation at Br
ington have erected this, tablet as a testimony of esteem for their
beloved and laméed pastor.

With the exceptiorof the biographical sketchewliich appear in a
condensed form) the present work is a faithful reproduction of the
original. The annotations which have been supplied are simply designed
to throw light on points in thearrative which time has tended tb-o
scure. The other matter added is, for the most part, intended to indicate
briefly the lines of the subsequent development of the work portrayed in
the History. If,with the divine blessing upon it, the publication,ta®iv
appears, may extend an intelligent acquaintance with the Baptist fathers
and their deeds, and thus endear and confirm the principles for which
they toiled and suffered, a rich satisfaction will reward the aim which
prompted, and the hope which guidedts preparation.

G. W. B.
Hollins, Va.,
June 1894.
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CHAPTER ONE:
Of the Origin of the Separate Baptists.

The Baptists of Virginia originateddm three sources. The first were
emigrants from England, who, about the year 1714, settled in the
southeastern parts of the Staddout 1743 another party came from
Maryland and formed a settlement in the northweath of these will be
treated of in tkir proper placesA third party, from New England,
having acted the most distinguished part, first demands our attention.

By the preaching of Mr. Whitefield through New England a great
work of God broke out in that country, distinguished by the nameeof th
New Light Stir All who joined it were calledNew Lights Many
preachers of the established order became active in the work. Their
success was so great that numbers of the parish clergyweitemp-
posed to the revival, were apprehensive that they shoeuttbserted by
all their hearers. They therefore not only refused them the use of their
meetinghouse but actually procured the passage of a law to confine all
preachers to their own parishes. This opposition dideffett the n-
tended objectThe hears of the people, being touched by a heavenly
flame, could no longer relish the dry parish service, conducted, for the
most part, as they thought, by a set of graceless mercenaries.

TheNew Light Stitbeing extensive, a great number were converted to
the Lord. These, conceiving that the parish congregations, axew e
cepted, were far from the purity of the Gospel, determined to form a
society to themselves. Accordingly, they embodied many churches. Into
these none were admitted who did not profess vital religion. Having thus
separated themselves from the established churches, they wene-deno
inatedSeparatesTheir church government was entirely upon the plan of
the irdependentsthe power being in the hds of the church. They
permitted unlearned men to preach, provided they manifested such gifts
as indicated future usefulness. They were Pedobaptists in principle, but
did not reject any ofneir members who chose to submit to beliebers
baptism.

The Sepaatesfirst took their rise, or rather their name, about the year
1744. They increased very fast for several years. About a year after they
were organized into a distinct sety they were joined by Shubal
Stearns,who, becoming a pezher, labored amondpegm until 1751

! Shubal Stearns was born in Boston, Mass., January 28, 1706. He was for six years
a minister among the New Lights, as the converted Congregational communities were

17
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when, forming acquaintance with some of the Baptists, he was co
vinced of the duty of believesbaptism. Being a goaahan, to know his
duty wassufficient b induce him to perform it. The same year in which
he was baptized he was ordainedd took the pastoral caréachurch.

Mr. Stearns and most of ti&eparatediad strong faith in the imea
diate teachings of the Spirit. They believed that to those who sought Him
earnestly God gave evident tokens of His will. That such indications of
the divine pleasure, partaking of the nature of inspiration, were above,
though not contrary to reason, and that following these, still leaning in
every step upon the same wisdom and power by which they were first
actuated, they would inevitably be led te ticcomplishment of the two
great objects of a Christiélifed the glory of God and the salvation of
men. Mr. Stearns, listening to some of these instructions of Heaven,
conceived himself called upon by the Almighty to move far to the
westward to executa great and extensive work. Incited by his inspre
sions, in the year 1754, he and a few of his members took their leave of
New England. They halted first at Opeckon, in Berkéleynty, Vir-
ginia, where he found a Baptist church under the care of Rev. John
Garrard! who met him kindly. Hee, also, he met his brothir-law,
the Rev. Daniel Marshall, just returned from his mission antbed-
dians, and who after his arrival at this place had become a B4ptisy
joined companies and settled farwhile on Cacapon,in Hampshire
County, about thirty miles from Winchester. Here, not meeting with his
expectedsuccesshe felt restless. Some of his friends had moved to
North Carolina; he received letters from these, informing him that
preaching was greatly desd by the people of that country; that in some
instances they had ridden forty miles to hear one sermon. He and his
party once more got under way, and, traveling about two hundred miles,
came to Sandy Creek, in Guilfo@bunty North Carolina. Here he tko
up his permanent residence. Soon after his arrival, viz., November 22,
1755, he and his companions, to the number of sixteen, were constituted
into a church calle®andy Creekand to which Mr. Stearns wag-a

called. He became a Baptist in 1751 at Tolland, Conn.

! The pastor of Opequan church at this time, as the author elsewhere states, was
Elder Samuel Heton.

% Daniel Marshall married Martha Stearns in 1748, as his second wife. She is said to
have been to him a APriscillad indeed.

% See our history of the Ketoctdxssociation.

* The constituent members of this church consisted of eight men and their wives.
The names of the male members were Shubal Stearns, Peter Stearns, Ebenezer Stearns
Shubal Stearns, Jr., Daniel Marshall, Joseph Breed, Enos Stimpson andnlBoditha
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pointed pastor. In this little church in thlderness there were, besides
the pastor, two other preachers, viz., Joseph Breed and Daniel Marshall,
neither of whom was ordained.

Thus organized they began their work, kindling a fire which soon
began to burn brightly indeed, spreading in a few yeaes Wirginia,
North and South Carolinand Georgia.

The subsequent events seem completely to have verified Mr.
Stearnés impressions concerning a great work of God in the West.

The church was located in Guilford (now Randolph) County. The first Association in
North Carolina, formed in 1758, bore the name of Sandy Creek.



CHAPTER TWO:
From Their Final Settlement in

North Carolina until the Commencement
of Legal Persecution.

The natives around about this little colony of Baptists, although
brought up in the Christian religion, were grossly ignorant of its essential
principles. Having the form of godliness, they kneathing of its
power.

The doctrine of Mr. Stearns and his party was consequently quite
strange. To be born again appeared to them as absurd as it did to the
Jewish doctor, when he asked if he must enter the second time into his
motheiis womb and be born agaHaving always supposed that religion
consisted in nothing more than the practicét®utward duties, they
could not comprehend how it should be necessary to feel conviction and
conversion. But to be able to ascertain the time and place &f ooe
version was, in their estimation, wonderful indeed. These points were all
strenuously contended for by the new preachers.

But their manner gbreaching was, if possible, much more novel than
their doctrines. Theseparatesn New England had acquired a very
warm and pathetic address, accompanied by strong gestures and a si
gular tone of voice. Being often deeply affected themselves while
preaching, correspondent affections were felt by their pious hearers,
which were frequently expressed by tears, trembkegeams, shouts
and acclamations. All these they brought with them into their néw ha
itation. Thepeople were greatly astonished, having never seen things on
this wise before. Many mocked, but, the power of God attending them,
many also trembled. In proge of time some of the natives became
converts, and bowed obedience to the Rede@meepter These, urtt
ing their labors with the chosen band, a powerful and extensive work
broke out. From sixteen, Sandy Creek church soon swelled to 1$ix hu
dred and six )mbers, so mightily grew the work of God!

Daniel Marshall, though not possessed of great talents, wastindefa
igable in his endeavors.etsallied out into the adjacent neighborhoods
and planted the Redeerfestandard in many of the strongholds af S
tan. AtAbbotts Creek, about thirty miles from Sandy Creek, the Gospel
prospered so largely that they petitioned the mother church fon-a co
stitution and for the ordination of Mr. Marshall as their pastor. Mr.

20
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Marshall accepted the call and went to laraong tlem. His ordination,
however, was a matter of some difficulty. It required a plurality of elders
to constitute a presbytery; Mr. Stearns was the only ordained minister
among them. In this dilemma they were informed that there were some
RegularBaptist preakers living on Pedee. To one of these Mr. Stearns
applied, and requested him to assist him in the ordination of M= Ma
shall. This request he sternly refused, declaring that he held na-fello
ship with Stearrs party; that he believed them to be a disdydest,
suffering women to pray in public and permitting every ignorant man to
preach that chose; that they encouraged noise and confusion in their
meetings. Application was then made to Mr. Henry Ledbetter, who lived
somewhere in the SoutheBtates, andvho was a brothein-law of Mr.
Marshall. He and Mr. Stearns ordaindd. Marshall to the care of this
new church. The work of grace continued to spread, and several
preachers were raised in North Carolina. Among others was James:
Read': who was afterwardsery successful in Virginia. When he first
began to preach he was entirely illiterate, not knowing how to read or
write. His wife became his instructor, and he soon acquired learning
sufficient to enable him to read the Scriptures.

Into the parts of Virgiia adjacent to the residence of this religious
colony the Gospel had been quickly carried by Mr. Marshall. He had
baptized several in some of his first visits. Among them was Dutton
Lane?who shortly after his baptism began to preach. A reviva} su
ceeded, and Mr. Marsh at one time baptized fortyvo persons. In
August, 1760, a church was constituted under the pastoral care of Rev.
Dutton Lane. This was the first Separate Baptist church in Virginia, and,
in some sense, the mother of all the réke church prospered under the
ministry of Mr. Lane, aided by the occasional visits of Mr. Marshall and
Mr. Stearns. They @ured much persecution; but God prospered them
and in delivered them out of the hands of all their enemies.

Soon after Mr. Lan@& caversion the power of God was effectual in
the conversion of Samuel Harris, a mafngreat distinction in those
parts. Besides being lgess dthe county and coleel of the militia, he

'Elder Read6s |l abors were highly bless
where he was instruamtal in the establishment of Buffalo church, which he served for
some years as pastor. He died in 1798, aged setwgatyears. A sketch of his life
appear s ViminidBaptist Minisiessfirst series, page 26.

% Dutton Lane came to Virginia frothe vicinity of Baltimore, where he was born,
November 7, 1732. He was baptized by Shubal Stearns in 1758. A sketch of him maybe
found inVirginia Baptist Ministersfirst series, Page 29.
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held several other officésUpon being honored of God, he laid asidle
worldly honors and became a laborer in the Berdneyard. In 1759 he
was ordained a ruling elder. From the time of the commencement of his
ministry for about seven years his labors were devoted chiefly to his own
and the adjacent counties. Being oftgith Mr. Marshall in his mirs-

terial journeys, he caught the zediligence, and indeed the manners of
Marshall. His labors were crownedth the blessing of Heaven whe

ever he went.

Stearns, though not as laborious as Marshall, waglle. He seems
to have had the talent of arranging materials when collected. He-unde
stood well discipline and church government. Having now constituted
several churches, and there being some others that exercised the rights of
churches though not formally organizédir. Stearns conceived that an
association composed delegates from all these would have a tendency
to impat stability, regularity and uniformity to the whole. Fahis
prudent purpose he visited each church @mpregatiorand explained
the contemplatedlan, induced them all to send delegates tontes-
inghousehe ensuing January, which was in the year 1760.

Their regulations and proceedings may be se@uiaccount of the
General Association. Here it may sa#ito observe that through these
meetingghe GospeWascarried into many new ates, where the fame
of the Bapists had previously spread, for great crowds, attenfiliom
distant parts, mostly through curiosity, many became enamored with
these extraordinary people, and petitioned the Assoniaid send
preachers into their neighborhoods. These petitions were readily gran
ed, and theoreachers as readily complied with @q@pointmentsThus
the Association became the medium of propagating the Gospel in new
and dark places. They were instruméimaanother way in advancing
truth. When assembled their chief employment was preaching, axhort
tion, singing and conversing about their various exertions in tee R
deemeds service and the attendant success. These things so inflamed the
hearts of the misters that they would leave the Association with a zeal
and courage which no obstacles could impede.

Mr. Marshalts impressions led him to travel farther south. Of his

! Colonel Harris was a resident of Pittsylvania County, where at different times he
held the offices of fAchurch warden, sher
colonel of the militia, captain of Mayo Fort, and commissary for the fort and.admy H e
appears to have first received serious religions convictions under the preaching of
Joseph and Wi lliam Murphy fdat a meetini
l eading from Bookerés Ferry, Staunton Ri
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success in those quarters, see some account in his biography.

Mr. Harris was destinedf God to labor more extensively in Virginia
than in any other State. Having done much good in the circumjacent
parts, the time had now arrivéar him to lengthen his chords. In dan
ary, 1765, Allen Wyley an inhabitant of Culpeper, and who had been
baptized by David Thomas, hearing of theparateBaptist preachers
traveled from Culpeper to Pittsylvianin order to get one or more of
them to come and pream Culpeper. He traveled on, scarcely knowing
whither he went. An unseen hand directed his course. badantially
fell in with one of Mr. Harriss meetingWhen he came into theed-
inghouseMr. Harris fixed his eyes upon him, being impressed prev
ously thathe had some extraordinary message. Hedchbka when he
came, &c. Mr. Wyley told him his errand. bpwhich, after some et
liberation, believing him to be seof God, Mr. Harris agreed to go.
Taking three dayw prepare, he started with Wyley, having no meetings
onthe way, yet exhorting and piiag at every house whehe went.

Arriving in Culpeper, his first meeting was at Wyfegwn house. He
preacled the first day without intergipn, and appointed for the next. He
the next day begato preach, but the opposers immediately raised vi
lentoppasition, appearing with whips, sticks, clubs, &c.,ast0 hinder
his labors; in consequence of which lieé that night over to Orange
County, and preached thi much effect. He continued many days
preaching fom place to place, attended by great crowdd fmlowed
throughout his meetings by several persons, who hed lately can-
verted or seriously awakened under theistiip of the Regular Baptists,
and also by many whoakl been alarmed by his own labors. When Mr.
Harrisleft them he exhorted them to beeadfast, and advisedmse(in
whom he discovered talents) to commenceetgecise of their gifts and

! Elder Marshd] on his removal south, settled first at Beaver Creek, S.C., where a
church was formed under his labors. Subsequently he went to Horse Creek, fifteen
miles north of Augusta, where he was again instrumental in forming a church. In
January, 1771, he locatatithe Kiokee, where an efficient church was speedily reared
under his ministry. Dying November 2, 1784, he left among his children a son
(Abraham), to whom has been ascribed #ft
Preachers of Gehtsifathér as pastoiSof theckéoked chovgiii t h e
mot her of ¢ h ur coh kesremaimed as rmuch forshifiyer years. A
sketch of El der Mar shall i s \rginmatBaptish e d
Ministers.

ZMr. Wyley is now living, ad furnished from under his own hand the above a
count. He has maintained ever since an upright character as a zealous andopious pr
fessord Aut hor és not e.
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to hold meetings among timselves.

In this ministerial journey Mr. Harrsowed much good seed, yielding
afterwards great increase. The ggwcavertstook his advice and began
to hold meetings every Sabbath, and almost every night in the week,
taking a tdbaccohouse for theimeetinghouseAfter proceedingn this
way for some time they applied to Mr. David Thormasho lived
somewhere north of the Ragpnnock, to come and preach for them,
and to teach them theays of God more perfectly. He came, but in his
preating expressed some disapprobation of the preadhsigch weak
and illiterate persons. This was like throwing cold water upon their
flaming zeal. They tookumbrage and resolved to send once more for
Mr. Harris.

Sametime in the year of 1766, and a short time after Momasgs
preaching, three of the parties, viz., ElijahiGrndtwo others, traveled
to Mr. Harrigs house, in @er to procue his services in Orange and the
adjacent partdo preach antb baptize the new converts. They found to
their surprise that he had not been ordained to the administration of the
ordinances. To remedy this inconvenience he carried them about sixty
miles nto North Carolina to get James Read, who was ordained.

There is something singular in the exercises of Mr. Read about this
time. He was impressed with an opinion that he had é&eigieachings
from God; and, ideed, from the account given by himself, wasin
either doubt his veracity or admit that his impressions were supernat
ral.? He declares that respecting his preaching in Virginia, for many
weeks he had no rest in his spiAsleep or awake, he felt his soukrea
nestly impressed with strong desiresctome to Virginia to preach the
Gospel. In his dreams he thought that God would often show him large
congregations assembled to hear preacliegvas sometimes heard by

! Elder Thomas, whose labors are frequently mentioned in this volume, was born at
London Tract, Pennsyania, August 16, 1782, and educated at Hopewell, New Jersey.
The degree of A. M. was conferred wuipon h
versity). After many years of arduous and successful itinerant labors in Virginia, during
which he founded seven eight churches, and served Broad Run, Occoquan, and Mill
Creek as pastor, he removed, in 1796, to Kentucky, and became pastor of Washington
church, in Mason County. Soon afterwards he removed to the vicinity of East Rickman
church, in Jessamine County, evh he died about the year 1801. He was, in Virginia, a
noble champion of religious liberty, and suffered severe persecutions. Thoinas Je
ferson and Patrick Henry held him to high esteem, and he highly valued them as friends
of liberty. He willbe longrermb er ed as the author of a s
See an interesting letter written by him in the appendix to this volume.

2 1n a manuscript furnished from hisownhahéut hor.6 s not e
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his family to cry out in his sleef) Virginia, Virginia, Virginia! Mr.
Graves, a mendy of his church, a good man, discovering his anxiety,
and believing his impressions to be from God, offered to accompany
him. Just as they were fixing to come off, Mr. Harris and the three
messengers mentioned above came for him to go with them. iFhe ci
cumstances so much resemble Rasteall from Joppa to @aarea, that
we can hardly for a moment hesitate in placing implicit confidence in its
being a contrivance of divine wisdom.

Mr. Read agreed to go without much hesitatione of the messe
gers from Sptsylvania went on to appoint meetings on the way. The two
preachers, after filling up some appointments in their own parts, pursued
their contemplated journey, accompanied by Mr. Graves and the other
two. In about a fortnight they arrived in Orange, witllhe bounds of
Blue Run church as it now stands. When they came in sight and saw a
very large congregation they were greatly affected. After a few minutes
of prayer and reflection, they recovered their courage and entered upon
their great work. They prehed with much effect on that day. The next
day they preached at Elijah Crésgwhere a vast crowd attended. D.
Thomas and John Garrard, both presaisbf the Regular order, were at
this meeting. The ministers on both sides seemed desirous to unite, but
the peope were against it, the larger part siding with SeparatesAs
they could not unite, both parties held meetings the next day, being
Sabbath, but a small distance from each other. Baptism was administered
by both. These things widenelet breachMessrs. Read and Hés,
however, continued their ministrations. Mr. Read baptized nineteen the
first day and more on the days following. They went through Slotsy
vania into the upper parts of Caroline, Hangwerd Goochland cau
ties, sowing the seed ofage and peace in many places. So much were
they inspirited by these meetings that they made appointments to come
again the next year. In their second visit they were accompanied by the
Rev. Dutton Lane, who assisted them in constituting and organizing the
first Separate Baptist churélbetween the Rappahannock afames
Rivers. This took place on the 20th of November, 1767. The church was
called Upper Spotsylvaniaand consisted of twenfive members, n-
cluding all theSeparate Baptistsiorth of James Rier. This was a
mother to many other churches. Read and Harris continued to visit these

! This church, sometimes confounded by writers with Lower Spotsidydike
many others of our early churches,dacame
title which it still bears.



26 | HISTORY OF THE BAPTISTS IN VIRGINIA

parts for; about thregears with wonderful effect. In one of their visits
they baptized seventijve at one time, and in the course of one of their
journeys, which gemally lasted several weeks, they baptized upwards
of two hundred.

It was not uncommont dheir great meetings for mamundreds of
men to camp on the ground, in ordebéopresent the next day. The night
meetings, througtihe great work of Godcontinuedvery late. The
ministers would scarcely have an opportunity to sleep. Sometimes the
floor would be covered with persons skutown under conviction of
sin. It frequently happened that when they would retire to rest at a late
hour they would be under theecessity of arising again through the
earnest cries of the penitent. There were instances of persons traveling
more than one hundred miles to one of these metmgo forty or fifty
was not uncommon.

On account of the great increase of members, thrthetabors of
Messrs. Read and Harris, aided by a number of young preachers, it was
found necessary to constitute several other churches. Accordingly, on
the 2nd day of December, 176Qpwer Spotsylvania churclvas cm-
stituted, with 154 members, who chakehn Wallet for pastor. He was
consecrated to this office June 2, 17E6wis Craig was consecrated
pastor to the mother church November, 17Bue Run churchwas
constituted December 4, 1769, and choosing Elijah Craig for their pa
tor, he was conseceat May, 177F

Read and Hatrris, particularly the latter, were men of great zeal and
indefatigable diligence and perseverance in their M@stause; their
spirit was caught by many of the young prophets in Orange and Spo
sylvania.

Lewis and Elijah Craiglohn Waller, James ChildslohnBurris, &c.,
animated by an ardent desire for the advancement of their Kkaster

! John Waller was born in Spotsylvania County December 23, 1741, and gained in
early life notoriety for recklessness and profanitfich secured for him the soutbr
guets ofSwearing Jack Walleand theDe v i | 6 s Hé&waps one af thé jury who
presented Lewis Craig for preaching. He was baptized by James Read in 1767, during
one of his visits with Samuel Harris to Orange Countye €hurch constituted to his
care in 1769, which became subsequently
which he was chiefly instrumental in planting within the bounds of Goshen Associ
tion. He removed to Abbeville, S.C., in 1793, where he died Juh8@2, aged =t
ty-one years.

% These foregoing accounts were taken from manuscript, received from Mr. John
Leland, J. Waller, E. Craig, James Read, &c.

% For further mention of him, see Appendix.
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kingdom, sallied forth in every direction, spreading the tidings of peace
and salvation wherever they went. Most of them illiterate, yet ithechi

by the wisdom from above, they would defend and maintain the cause of
truth against the arguments of the most profound. Without visible sword
or buckler, they moved on steadily to their purpose, undismayed by the
terrific hosts of Satan backed by theoag arm of civil authority. Mg-
istrates and mobs, priests and sheriffs, courts and prisons all vainly
combined to divert them from their objeéte that was for them was
greater than all that were against them. They found that

fPrisons would palacegrove,
If Jesus would dwell with them thave.

There was an Edtéished religion. The Nebuchadzzars of the age
required all men to bow down to this golden image. These Hebrew
children refused, and were cast into the burning fiery furnace oéjpers
cution; he Son of God walked with them there, to the utter dismay of
their enemies. The decree finally went forth that none should be any
more forced to worship the golden image. The Establishment was
overturned.

Their labors were not limited to their own countiés Goochland,
Messrs. Harris and Read had baptized several; among whom was Re
ben Ford, who had professed vital faith about seven years before, under
the ministry of the renowned Whitefield and Davis. Mr. Ford was ba
tized in the year 1769, by James Read

These plants were watered by the labors of the Spotsylvanichpreac
ers, particularly J. Waller, who, earlyhis visits to Goochland, baptized
William Webber and Joseph #ony! who, with Reuben Ford, had
been exhorting, &c., previous to their being tiegr. By the uniteda-
bors of these several servants of God, the work of godliness progressed
in Goochland and round about The conquests of JeHes filom those
of the kings of the earth; they aim to destroy their enemies; He turns
enemies to friends$je arrests an infuriated Saul from the ranks of Satan,
and makes him an inspired advocate for that cause which he ence d
stroyed. So it fared with all these young preachers. They were no sooner
captivated by the King of Zion than they immediately begafigtat
under His banner; their success was commensurate with their diligence;
many believed and were baptized in Goochland; insomuch that they

! Baptized June, 1770, into fellowship with Dover churétor further account of
him, see Appendix.
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thought themselves ripe for an independent government, and e«ere a
cordingly constituted as a church towards tlse ¢hthe year 1771. It was
called Goochland churchand contained about sevetfitye members.
This was the mother church of those parts, for from it have since been
constituted several other®over and Licking Holewere both, shortly
after, taken from Gachland church William Webber became pastor of
Dover, which office he held until his death, in 1808euben Ford d
ministered the Word and ordinances to Goochland and Licking Hole.
The spread of the Gospel is somewhat like the spread of fire. It does
nat in all cases advance regularly; lBuspark being struck out, flies off
and begins a new flana a distance. In this manner did the Gosped ta
its rise in the counties of Middlesex, Essard the adjacent counties.
One William Mullen, afterwards a uge preacher, had moved from
Middlesex and settled in the county of Amelia. When the Gospel reached
Amelia, Mr. Mullen embraced the truth. Coming afterwards, in 1769, on
a visit to his relations in Midlesex and Essex, by argumesirtawn from
the Scripture he convinced his brother John, and his bretidaw,
James Greemood? with several others, of the necessity of being born
again. Of these, some found peace in believing before they ever heard
the Gospel publicly preached. November, 1770, John WaiktrJahn
Burris came down and preached in Middlesex. They continued Ipreac
ing at and near the same place for three days; great crowds came out;
Waller baptized five. Persecution began to rage. Some said they were
deceivers; others that they were good memtli@ second day, a gra
istrate attempted to pull Waller off the stage, butdleegymenof the
parish prevented it. The next day, a man threw a stone at Waller while he
was preaching; the stone missed Waller and struck a friend of the man
who threw it. Jmes Greenwood and others now began to hold public
meetings, by day and by night. Much good was done by them; many
believed and only waitedn opportunity to be baptized, there beings no

! Chickahominy church was constituted also principally from Goochland the same
year (1776) with Licking Hole.

% See biographical sketch in Appendix.

% James Greenwood was born about 1749, and was converted uwndenistry of
William Mullen, his brotheiin-law. He became a licentiate of Glebe Landing church in
1769, and pastor of Piscataway (now Mount Zion), in Essex in 1774. He was chiefly
instrumental, among human agencies, in planting Bruington church. Ha hedition
of marked prominence and usefulness for many years in the Dover Association. He
died April 15, 1815, in the 66th year of his age. William Mullen is mentioned elsewhere
in this volume as one of the ministerial sons of Nottoway church. His labdhe
pastorate of Hermitage and Farnham churches were eminently useful.
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ordained preacher nearer than Spotsylvania.

In the meantimethe labores had not been idle in that part of the
vineyard south oflames RiverThe two Murphys, viz., William and
Joseph, aided by the indefatigableHarris had carried the Gospel into
some of the counties above Pittsylvania, where Robert Stockton and
some otlr preachers were raised.Harris J. Read, Jeremiah Walkér,

&c., had proclaimed the tidisgof peace in Halifax, Charlotte, Lune
burg, Mecklenburg, Amelia and almost all the counties abové-Ric
mond, on the south side of the river. In these gathetinge were many
useful and several eminent ministers of the Gospel brought in, viz., John
Williams, John King, James Shelbourne, Henry Lester, with sohe ot
ers. The Gospel was first carried hither, near as it was, into Culpeper and
Spotsylvania, viz.: itonsequence of a special message to the preachers
from some of the inhabitants. They constituted the first church in 1769,
with about forty memeérs, which was called Nottowawir. Walker

soon moved and took pastoral charge of them. &tebken preaching
some time before this in North Canodi, his native State; he nove+
moved to Virginia, andior several years acted a conspicuous part in the
concerns Virginia Baptists.

! Jeremiah Walker was a native of Bute County, North Carolina. He was born about
the year 1747; became pastor of Nottoway church in 1769. The church unden-his mi
istry not only haddrge prosperity, but over twenty churches south of James River were
gathered mainly through his labors. Later in life he fell into immorality and adopted
erroneous views of doctrine, which cast a blemish on his character and impaired his
usefulness. He dieNovember 20, 1792.

2 For further mention of Nottoway church, see history of Middle District Associ
tion.



CHAPTER THREE:
From the Commencement of Legal

Persecutionuntil the Abolition of the
Established Church.

When the Baptists first appeared in North Carolina and Virginia they
were viewed by men in power as beneath their notice; none, said they,
but the weak and wicked join them; let them alone, they will sooadall
among themselves and come to nothing. In some places this maxim was
adhered to, and persecution, in a legal shape, was never seen. But in
many places, alarmed by the rapid increase of the Baptists, the men in
power strained every penal law in the \fiiig code to obtain ways and
means to put down these disturbers of the peace, as they were now
called.

It seems by no means certain that any law in force in Virginia a
thorized the imprisonment of any person for preaching. The law for the
preservation of @ace, however, was so interpreted as to answer this
purpose; and, accordingly, whenever the preachers were apprehended, it
was done by a peace warrant.

The first instance of actual imprisonment, we believe, that ever took
place in Virginia, was in the cotynof Spotsylvania. On the 4th of June,
1768, John Waller, Lewis Craig, James Childs, &c., were seized by the
sheriff and hauled before three magistrates, who stood iméetirg-
houseyard! and who bound them in the penalty of one thousand pounds,
to appear at court twalays after. At court they were arraigned as di
turbers of the peace; on their trial, they were vehemently accused by a
certain lawyer, who said to the coufiylay it please your worships,
these men are great disturbers of the peace; gyt meet a man upon
the road, but they must ram a text of Scripture down his torivat.
Waller made his own and his brethiedefenseso ingeniously that they
were somewhat puzzled to know how to dispose of them. They offered
to release them if theyould promise to preach no more in the county for
a year and a day. This they refused; and, therefore, were sent into close
jail. As they were moving on, from the codmuse to the prison, through
the streets of Fredericksburg, they sung the hymn

'This meetinghouse was doubtless hthat
western part of Spottsylvania.

30
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fiBroad isthe road that leads to death&c.

This had an awful appearance. After four wéelksfinement, Lewis
Craig' was released from prison and immediately went down tb Wi
liamsburg to get a release for his companions. He waited on thie dep
ty-governor, the HonJohn Blair, stated the case before him, a&d r
ceived the following letter, directed to the K@sgattorney in Spotsy
vania:

Sird | lately received a letter, signed by a good number of
worthy gentlemen, who are not here, complaining of the Baptists;
the paticulars of their misbehavior are not told, any further than
their running into private houses and making dissensions. Mr.
Craig and Mr. Benjamin Waller are now with me and deny the
charge; they tell me they are willing to take the oaths as others
have; Itold them | had consulted the attorrggneral, who is of
opinion that the general court only have a right to grant licenses,
and therefore | referred them tioe court; but, on their application
to the attorneygeneral, they brought me his letter, adrgsime to
write to you. That their petition was a matter of right, and that you
may not molest these conscientious people so long as they behave
themselves in a manner becoming pious Christians and in-obed
ence to the laws till the court, when they intemdpply for license,
and when the gentlemen who complain may make their objections
and be heard. The act of toleration (it being found by experience
that persecuting dissenters increases their numbers) has given
them a right to apply, in a proper manneor ficensed houses for
the worship of God, according to their consciences; and | persuade
myself that the gentlemen will quietly overlook their meetings till
the court. | am told they administer the sacrament of the Gord
supper, near the manner we do,dadiffer from our church in
nothing but in that of baptism, and in their renewing the ancient
discipline; by which they have reformed some sinners and brought
them to be truly penitent. Nay, if a man of theirs is idle and neglects
to labor and provide fohis family as he ought, he incurs their
censures, which have had good effects. If this be their behavior, it
were to be wished we had more of it among us. But at least, | hope
all may remain quiet till the court.

| am, with great respect,

! For notice of Lewis Craig, see Apperdi
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To the gentlemergc.,
Your humble sery,
John Blair.
Williamsburg, July 16, 1768.

When the letter came to the attorney he would have nothing to say in
the affair. Walle and the others ctinued in jail fortythree days, and
were dischargetwithout any conditions. Whilén prison they co-
stantly preached through the grates. The nmltsideused every exe
tion to prevent the people from hearing, but to little purpose. Many
heard, indeed, upon whom the Word was in power and demonstration.

After their discharge, which waskind of triumph, Waller, Craig and
their compeers in the ministry resumed their labors with redoubged vi
or, gathering fortitude from their late sufferings, thanking God that they
were counted worthy to suffer for Christ and His Gospel. Day and night,
ard indeed almost every day and night, they held meetings in their own
and the adjacent neighborhoods. The spread of the Gospel and Baptist
principles was equal to all their exertions; insomuch thatery few
sections of Virginia did the Baptist cause agpmore formidable to its
enemies and more consoling to its friends than in Spotsylvania; and we
may add, so it is at this day.

We have already observed the spread of the Gospel in the county of
Goochland, and that certain promising young preachers wers thto
the work. Animated as they were with strong desires for the welfare of
souls, they could not restrain themselves within the limits of one county.
In December, 1770, Messrs. William Webber and Joseph Anthony, two
zealousyoung preachers, passéanes Riverinto Chesterfield, having
been previously invited by some of the inhabitants. They, however, met
with rigid treatment; the magistrates, finding that many were turning to
righteousness, (tmadnessas they would have it) and that these young
labarers were likely to do them much harlasued warrants, and had
them apprehended and cast into prison. The court requiring them to bind
themselves to do what they could not in conscience comply with, they
continued in jail until the March following. While prison they did

1t has been believed in some quarters that Patrick Henry representednthese i
prisoned preachers before the court and pleaded for their release, and the speech made
by him in their defense has been published and widely circulated. There is, however, no
historical ground for this belief, and the speech accredited to Henry has been shown to
be wholly apocryphal. I't is the product.
Patrick Henry might have said. o Mro Henr
more imprisoned Baptist preachers in Caroline County.
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much execution by preaching through the grates; many people attended
their ministry and many professed faith by virtue of the labors of these
the Lords persecuted servants. This was the beginning ofsGeatk in

the county of Chestedld; no county ever extended its opposition and
persecution to the Baptists farther than this; and yet in few counties have
Baptist principles prevailed moretexsively than in Chesterfield.

When Webber and Anthony were let go they returned to Gooctdand
their own company, and resumed their great work. Mr. Webber; ho
ever, enjoyed his liberty only a few months; he consented to travel with
John Waller on a course of meetings to Middlesex. They arrived in the
upper end of Middlesex on the thOof August,1771; they came, but
soon found there was no chance to proceed in their work. While William
Webber was preachihfrom these wordsiShow me thy faith without
thy works and | will show you my faith by my work® magistrate
pushed up, and drew back hialelwith a design to knock Webber down.
Some person behind him caudhe club and prevented the wingef.
Having a warrant to apprehend all who preached, and being backed by
two sheriffs, the parson and a posse, he seized William Webber, John
Waller, JanesGreenwood and Robert Wat@n the same day Thomas
Wafford, who had traveled from the upper country with the preachers,
though no preacher himself, was severely beaten by one of thee pers
cutors with a whip, the scar of which he will probably carry tanese;
he, with the four aboveamed preachers, were tried by James &tont
gue. They first searched their saddbgs to find treasonable papers;
finding none, they proceeded to trial, taking them one by one into private
rooms, proposing to them to give boaald security not to preach in the
county again. Eacbf them expressly refused. Waifd was discharged,
not being a preacher; the other four were ordered to prison, and, being
conducted by two sheriffs, they were safely lodged in close jail that night
about9 o&clock. The prison swarmed with fleas. They borrowed a candle
of the jailer, and &ving sung the praises of that Redeemer whose cross

! See Middle District Association, Chesterfield church.

2 This preaching occurred at the house of James McKan, who had applied to the
county court for a license for his residence as a place oftpneafor Protestant di
senters, but his application had been denied.

]Il'n the warrant (still on file inp-the
prehension of Waller and his companions the following parties are named: Jéhn Wa
ler, Robert Ware, Jaes Greenwood, William Webber, Richard Faulkner and Thomas
Wafford. At the examination before the magistrate the two latter were discharged, and
ithe other four having declared that th
had done (preaching) bitr om above, 0 were committed t
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they bore and from whose hands they expected a crown in the end;
having returned thanks that it was a prison and not hell that they were in;
praying for themselves, their friends, their enemies and pgmscthey

laid dowvn to sleep. The next day being Sunday, many of their friends
came to see them and were admitted into the prisomesl&reenwood
preached to them. They were well supplied by their friends with the
necessaries and comforts fiming, which, added to the sense of Divine
goodness that they enjoyed, they had no unpleasant season. They gave
notice that they would preach every Wednesday and Sunday. Many
came to hear them, insomuch that their enemies began to be enraged, and
would frequently kat a drum while they were preaching.

On Monday, the 24th, being court day, they were carried to the
courthouse to be tried. A guard attended them, as if they had been
criminals. They were not allowed to speak for themselves, but perem
torily required togive bond and security for good behavior, and not to
preach in the county again for one year. These terms they expmessly r
fused, and were remanded to prison, and orders given that they should be
fed on bread and water. Accordingly, the next day they btdny else,
and not enough of bread. So it continued for four days, until the brethren
and friends found it out; after that, they were furnished so plentifully that
they bestowed in bounty upon the poor inhabitants of the town. On
September the 10th theyere allowed the prison bounds, by which they
were much relieved; yet they were frequently under the necessity of
resorting to the jail to avoid the rage of persecutors. The Lord daily
opened the hearts of the people; the rich sent many préséintgs
calculated to nourish them in their sufferings and to alleviate their so
rows. William Webber fell sick. This excited the sympathy of their
friends in a higher degree; they paid him great attention. The persecutors
found that the imprisonment of the preachersded rather to the rfu
therance of the Gospel. They preached regularly in prison; crawds a
tended; the preaching seemed to have double weight when coming from
the jail; many viewed it with superstitious reverence, so that thei en
mies became d@@&ous tobe rid of them. Accordingly, on the 26thylof
September, after having been thirty days in clos#inement and s
teen days in the bounds, they wiiberated upon giving a bond for good
behavior*

! The jail in which Waller, Ware, Greenwood and Webber were confined was in the
village of Urbana, at that time the cowsgat of Middlesex. Now a neat and coam
dious chapel, consecrated to the free service of ®atands within a few feet of the
spot on which the jail stood, and a vigorous Baptist church are wont to meet statedly for
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The rage of persecutors had in nowise abatexi; shened, sore-
times, to strive to treat the Baptists amldeir worship with as much
rudeness and indemey as was possible. They often insulted the
preachers in me of service, and would ride into the watamd make
sport when they administered baptism; theggtienly fabricated and
spreadhe most groundless reports, whigkre injurious to the chaca
ters of the Baptists. Wheamny Baptists fell intory improper conduct, it
was alwaysexaggerated to the mbst extent. On one occasion, when
Robert Ware was paehing, there came one Da@sdone Kemp, two
sons oBelial, and stood before him withbottle, and dranlkffering the
bottle to him, cursin@im. As soon ake closed his service they drew out
a pack of cards anddgan to play on the stage where el been
standing wishing him to reprove them that they might beat him.

Notwithstanding these severe oppositions, thedébthe Lord grew
and multiplied greatly. Young preaets were ordained and churches
constituted, the first of hich wasLower Kingand Queen churchcon-
stituted Octobefl7, 1772, withseventeen members, and on th& af
February following Robert Ware was consecrated as paSiebe
Landing churchwas also constituted at the same time, and James
Greenwood ordained a latder. Exol and Piscaaway churches were
constituted in no great while after this (the former in 1775 and the latter,
March 13, 1774). These new churches, filled with young and iniexper
enced members, were visited frequently by J. Waller, accompanied
sometimes by one&nd sometimes another of the preachers of his own
vicinity. His ministrations were, on the one hand, exceedingly salutary
and comfortable to his friends; but on the other, highly displeasing to the
enemies of the Baptists. They viewed Waller as theleader of all the
confusion and disturbance that had befallen them. Great congregations
of people attended the Baptist meetings, while very few went to the
parish churches. The zealots for the old order were greatly embarrassed.
Alf, &aid they,iWe permitthem to go on, our church must come to
nothing, and yet if we punish them as far as we can stretchhetla
seems not to deter them; for they preach through prison windows in spite
of our endeavors to preventatSometimes the rector of the parish
would give notice that, on a certain day, he would prove the Baptists to

wor ship. For a letter written by John
August 12, 1771,0 see Appendi x.

11t is worthy ofnote that these two men died soon after this exchange. And upon
guestioning, each accused the other of leading him into so deteriorating a
cimed Aut hor.6s note
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be deceivers and their doctrines false. The attempt was often made, but
they uniformly injured their own cause; their arguments were generally
drawn from the extravagancies of the Germaabaptists. To this the
Baptists in a word repliethat they disclaimed all connection with the
Anabaptists, and felt themselves no more responsible for theiuirreg
larities than the Episcopalians could feel for the fooleries of the Papists;
that theBiblewas the criterion; by that they wevélling to stand or fall

Not infrequentlytheir leading memwould attend the Baptist meetings,
and would erdr into arguments with the preachers; they insisted that
their church was the oldest and consequently the that their ministers
were learned men, and consequently most competent to interpret
Scripture; that the better sort and wieflormed adhered to them, whilst
none, or scarcely any except the lower order, followed the Baptists; that
they were all in peze and friendship before the coming of the Baptists;
but now their houses and neighborhood were filled with religiosts di
putes; that the Baptists were false prophets who were toicsheeis
clothing.

To these arguments Waller and the other preacheliyotd readily
replied that if they were wolves in shéeglothing, and their opponents
were the tnesheep, it was quite aocountable thaheywere perseuted
and cast into prison. It was well known that wolves would destroy sheep,
but never, until ten, that sheep wouldrey upon wolves; that their
coming might, indeed, interrupt their peace; but certainlydlid it must
be a false peace, bordering on destruction and to rouse them from such
lethargy was like wakig aman whose house was burning oliem; that
the effectof their coming were similar to those foretold by Ghas
arising from the propagation of His word, ngrfithat there should be
five in one housdhree againstwo, and two against three that if the
higher ranksof society did not couenance them it was no more than
what befell their Master and sliinspired Apostles;hat rich men in
every genergon, with some few exceptionsere enemies to a pure
Gospel; but that God hadedared that i hadchosen the poor of ih
world to berich in faith; that itwas true that most of their presennmi
isters were unlearned, yet that they had evidences that they were called
to the ministry by the will of God; that this was the most essentidl qua
ification of a minister, the wandf which all the learning of all the
schools could not supply.

The Baptist preachers would often retort their own inconsistencies
upon them: that while they professed to be Christians, they indulged
themselves in the violation of most of the Christiarcppts; that their
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communion was often polluted by the admission of known drunkards,
gamesters, swearers and revellers; that even their clergy, learned as the:
were, had never learned the most essential doctrine of revelation, the
indispensable necessity thie new birth obeing born againthat their

public discourses were nothing more than moral addresses, such as &
pagan philosopher, unassisted by the Bible, could have composed.

Foiled in their arguments, and galled by the reproaches cast upon
them, which doubtless were often done with too much acrimony, they
again resorted to the civil power. In August, 1772, James Greenwood
and William Loval were preaching not far from the pladeere Bu-
ington MeetingHouse now stands, in the county of King and Queen,
when they were seized, by virtue of a warrant, and immediately co
veyed to prison. After the first day and night they were allowed the
bounds. Having continued in prison sixteerysjae., until court, they
were discharged upon giving bond merely for good behavior. At this
season they received the most unbounded kindness from Mr. Harwood,
the jailer, and his lady. They preached regularly while in prison, and to
much purpose.

On March 13, 1774, the day on which Piscataway church was co
stituted, a warrant wadssued to apprehend all the Baptist preachers that
were at meeting. Accordingly John Walldohn Shackleford, Robert
Ware and lIvison Lewis were taken and carried before a rraggs
lvison Lewis was dismissed, not having preached in the county; the other
three were sent to prison. It appears from Mr. Walgyurnals, which
we havebefore us, that while in prisoligod permitted them to pass
through divers and fiery trials; tlieminds, for a season, being greatly
harassed by the enemy of souls. They, however, from first to last of their
imprisonment, preached twice a week, gave much godly advice to such
as came to visit them, read a great deal, and prayed almost without
ceasing In their stated devotion, morning, noon, and night, they were
often joined by others. They continued in close confinement from the
13th to the 21st of March, which was court day. Being brought to trial,
they were required to give bond and security feirtgood behavior for
twelve months, or go back to prison. Wand Shackleford gave bond
and went home; Waller being always doubtful of the propriety of giving
any bond whatever, determined to go back td'jail.

! This imprisonment and trial took place in Tappahannock, the county seat of Essex.
The old ourthouse, before whose bat these godly men were arraigned, was a few
years since purchased, remodeled, and fitted as a house of worship for the Centennial
Baptist church.
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The trials of this man of God were now gegahan ever. Deserted by
his brethren, scoffed and persecuted by his enemies, locked up with a set
of drunken, profane wretches, he had no alternative but to commit
himself b the hands of Omnipotence, and wait his deliverance After
remaining in prison forteen days, he gainedstown consent to give
bond, and go home.

We have thus stated a few instances of the suffering ofsGouhis-
ters, in those times: time and space wdaitlto enumerate them all;
many of them, however, will be rehearsed, in trgatipon the churches,
and in the biography of some of the sufferers. The trial and inmpriso
ment of all the rest differ only in small matters from those already d
scribed. From the beginning, the Baptists were unremitting in tkeir e
ertions to obtain libertpf conscience; they contended that they could
not be imprisoned by any existing law; that they were entitled to the
same privileges that were enjoyed by the dissenters in England. Their
judges, however, decided otherwise, and as there was no reguldr appea
the propriety of that decision has not been legally ascertaifgé.
prevailing opinion in the present day is that their imprisonment was
unlawful. When they could not succeed in this, they resorted to the
general court, for the purpose of obtainirmptised places for preaching,
etc., agreeably to the Toleration law in England.

It was in making these attempts that they were so fortunate as to i
terest in their behalf the celebrated Patrick Henry. Being always the
friend of liberty, he only needed to leformed of their oppression,
when, without hesitation, he stepped forward to their relief. From that
day until the day of their complete emancipation from the shackles of
tyranny, the Baptists found in Patrick Henry an unwavering friend. May
his name desnd to posterity with unsullied honor! After some idliff
culty they obtained their object, and certain places were licersed a
cordingly. But to a people, prompted as the Baptists were withamnwe
ried zeal for the propagation of t®spel, a few licensed places in each
county was buta small acquisition. They thirsted for the liberty of
preaching the Gospel to every creature. In ieantimeeverything
tended to favor their wishes. Their penston, so far from impeding,
really pronoted their cause. Their preachers had now become numerous,

! In the trial of this question before the courts of the colony, with Peyton Randolph
representing the one side, and Rev. Samuel Davies the other, the latter obtained from
the law offices of the Crown in England an opinion that the act of the Colosial A
senbl y of October, 1705 (Heningbs Statute
the Toleration Act of I. William and Mary.
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and some of them were men of considerable talents. Many of the leading
men favored them, (some from one motive, and some fromh-anot
er)d their congregations were large, and when any of their mea-of t
ents preached they were crowdddhe patient manner in which they
suffered persecution raised their reputation for piety and goodness in the
estimation of a large majority of the people. Their numbers annually
increased in a surprising degree. Every mardw places were found by
the preaches whereon to plant the Redeerteestandard. In these places,
although but few might become Baptists, et majority would be &-
vorable. Many that had expressed great hostility to them, upon forming a
closer acquairince with them professed to be undeceived. hale
already seen that the firSeparateBaptist church north afames River

was formed in 1767, and the second in 1769; so that at the coeimenc
ment of the year 1707 there were but tw&eparatechurches in &lVir-

ginia north ofJames Riverand, we may add, there were nmrethan
about four on the south side. In 1774, by referring to the history of the
General Association, we find that there were thirty on the south and
twenty-four onthe north side that séretters, etc., to the Association,
besides a probability of several that did not associates must be
considered a very rapid increase foiskorta time. The Baptist interest
increased in a much grerproportion.

So favorable did their prospeappearthattowards the close of the
year 1774 they began to entertain serious hopes, not only of obtaining
liberty of conscience, but of actually overturning the ChurchlEsta
lishment, from whence all their oppression had arisen. Petitions for this
purposewere accordingly drawn and circulated with great industry.
Vast numbers readily, and indeed eagerly, subscribed to them. The great
success and rapid increase of the Baptists in Virginia must be ascribed
primarily to the power of God working with them;tyie cannot be d-
nied but thathere were subordinate andoperating causes, one of
which, and the main one, was the loose and immoral deportment of the
Established clergy, by which the people were left almost destitute of

! Sundry petitions, as the Journal of the House of Burgesses shows, hadeseen pr
viously presented to the assembly by Baptistsngeforth that they were restricted in
the exercise of their religion, their teachers imprisoned under various pretenses and the
benefits of the Toleration Act denied them, and praying that they might be treated with
the same indulgence in religious madtas Quakers, Presbyterians and other Protestant
dissenters. Petitions to this effect from Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Sussex and Caroline
counties are noted under the following dates: February 12th, 2athi,and March
14th, 1772.
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even the shadow of true religiaitis true, they had some outward forms

of worship, but the essential principles of Christianity were not only not
understood among them, but by many never heard of. Some ofrthe ca
dinal precepts of morality were disregarded, and actions plainy fo
biddenby the New Testament were often proclaimed by the clergy as
harmless and innocent, or at worst, foibles of but little account. Having
no discipline, every man followed the bent of his own inclination. It was
not uncommon for the rectors of parishes torian of the loosest mo

als. The Baptist preachers were, in almost every respect, the reverse of
the Established clergy. The Baptist preachers were without learning,
without patronage, generally very poor, very plain in their dresg-unr
fined in their manney;, and awkward in their address, all of which, by
their enterprising zeal and unwearied perseverance, they either turned to
advantage or prevented theirelifects. On the other hand, most of the
ministers of the Establishment were men of classical aiedtgc ed-
ucation, patronized by men in power connected with great families,
supported by competent salaries, and put into office by the strong arm of
the civil power. Thus pampered and secure, the men of this order were
rolling on the bed of luxury whethe others began their extraordinary
career. Their learning, riches, power, etc., seemed only to hasten their
overthrow by producing an unguarded heedlessness which is so often the
prelude to calamity and downfall.

We are not to understand that this impattecclesiastical revolution
was effected wholly by the Baptists. They were certainly the most active;
but they were also joined by other dissenters. Nor was the dissenting
interest all united by any means at that time, equal to the accoimplis
ment of sub a revolution. We must turn our eyes to the political state of
the country to find adequate causes for such a change.

The British yoke now galled to the quick; and the Virginians, as
having the most tender necks, were among the first to wince. Republican
principles had gained much ground, and were fast advancing ta-super
ority. The leading men on that side viewed the Established clergy and the
Established religion as inseparabfpendages of monarc@yone of the
pillars by whichit was supported. The disgers, at least the Bapsst
were republicans from interest as well as principle; if Wwaswn that
their influence was great amormmmon people; and the common
people of every country are, more or less, republicans. To resist British
oppressions effectually, it was necessary to soothe the minds of the
people by every species of policy. The dissenters were too powerful to
be slightedand they were too watchful to be cheated by an ineffectual



R. B. SEMPLE | 41

sacrifice. There had been a time when they would have been satisfied to
have paid their tithes if they could have had liberty of conscience; but
now the crisis was such that nothing less thanta twverthrow of all
ecclesiastical distinctions would satisfy their sanguine hopes. Having
started the decaying edifice, every dissenter put to his shoulder to push it
into irretrievable ruin. The revolutionary party found that the sacrifice
must be madend they made it.

It is said, however, and probably not without truth, that many of the
Episcopalians who voted for abolishing the Establishment did it upon an
expectation that it would be succeeded by a general assessment. Anc
considering that most of éhmen of wealth were on that side, theg-su
posed that their funds would be lessened very little. This, it appeared in
the sequel, was a vain expectation. The people having once shaken off
their fetters, would not again permit themselves to be bound. Mereov
the war now rising to its height, they were in too much need of funds to
permit any of their resources to be devoted to any other purpose during
that period; and we shall see that when it was attempted, a few years aftel
the expiration of the war, theeople set their faces against it. Having
thus mentioned the Establishment, it will be proper to treat more fully
respecting the origin and nature of those laws by which it arose and fell.

Our ancestors, being chiefly emigrants from England, brought with
them all that religious intolerance whittad so long prevailed in the
mother country. Thus &see that the first care of our early legislatures
was to provide for the Church of England, as established by the act of
Parliament. By the first act of 1623jstprovided that in every plantation
or settlement there shall be a house or room set apart for the worship of
God. But it soon appears that this worship was only to be according to
the canons of the Church of England, to which a strict uniformity was
enjaned. A person absenting himself from divine service on a Sunday
without a reasonable excuse, forfeited a pound of tobacco; and he that
absented himself a month, forfeited fifty pounds. Any minister who was
absent from his church above two months in a yedeited half his
salary; and he who absented himself four months, forfeited the whole.
Whoever disparaged minister whereby the minds of tpgarishioners
might be alienated, was compelled to pay 500 pounds of tobacco and ask
the ministeés pardon pubtily in the congregation. No man wasrpe
mitted to dispose of any of his tobacco till the minister satssfied,
under penalty of forfeiting double his part of the isterGs sahry.

The first allowance made to the ministers weaspounds of tobacco
and abushel of corn for each titheand every laboring person, of what
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quality or condition soever, was bound to contribute. In the yearthé31
Assembly granted to ministers, besides the foralEwance of ten
pounds of tobacco and a bushel of cdnetiventieth calf, the twentieth
kid and the twentieth ig. This was the first introduction of tithes,
properly called, in Virginia. But it did not continue longt fo 1733 the
law was repealed.

To preserve the purity of doctrine and unity of the churclvais
enacted in 1648at all ministers shoulde conformable to the orders
and constitution of the Church of England, and that no other persons be
permitted to preach publicly or privately. It was further provided that the
governor and council should takare that alhon-conformistdeparted
the colony with all conveniency.

The statute of England of thed3of James I. against Popish recusants
was also adopted in the year 1643. This statute declared that no Popish
recusant should exercise the office ofre¢counseloy register, com-
missioner (a term then used for justices of the peace), surveyor, or sheriff
or any other public office. Nor should any person be admitted into any of
those offices before he had taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy.
The same act of Assembly by which the statute af 3ames I. was
adopted, further declared that if any person should assume the exercise
of any of those offices and refuse to take the said oaths, he should be
dismissed, and moreover forfeit 1,000 poundsobiatco. No Popish
priest thereafter arriving in the colony was permitted to remain more
than five days, if wind and weather permitted his departure.

During the existence of the Commonwealth of England, the church
government of Virginia experienced an imgmt change. Instead of
enjoining obedience to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of
England, no injunction in favor of any particular sect appears.yEver
thing relating to the affairs of the church was left at the entire disposal of
the vestry, whdeing elected by the people, it may, in effect, be said that
the people regulated their own church government.

The above law passed at the March session,-f%But only two
years afterwards (at the March sessi@®9-6 6 When the Quakers first
made heir appearance in Virginia, the utmost degree of persecution was
exercise towards them. No master of a vessel wasngéed to bring in
a Quaker under the penalty of £100 sterling; all Quakers were imprisoned
without bail or mainprize till they found didient security to depart the
colony; for returning, they were directed to be proceeded against as
contemners of the laws and magistragydpunished accordingly; and if
they should come iathird time they were to be prosecuted as felois. A
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persons wre prohibited under the penalty of £100 dirg, from en-
tertaining them or permitting their assiglies in or near their houses;
and no person wasepnitted to dispose of or publish any books or
pamphles containing the tenets of their religion. An awfneémentoof

the danger of giving to the civil authority power over the consciences of
the people! This everelaw against the Quakers passed during the
Commonwealth, when the people were unrestricted intenabf reli-

gion; but it happened in this case, as it genetadly,where the civil
power undertakes to interfere at #tlatthe ruling party in the State will
tolerate no religiomf the church but their own.

A levy of fifteen pounds of tobacco per tpell waslaid, inthe year
1655, upon all tithabke the surplusf which, after paying the ministér
salary, was to béandedout in purchasing a glebe and stock for the
minister.This law was reenacted in the revisal of 165Kfter theres-
toration of Charles Il., which happened on tfiest of May, 1660, a
temporary provision was again defavoringthe Established Church.

In the year 1661 the supremacy of the Church of England was again
fully established. The first nine acts of the session held inciMar
1661-362, are devoted to that subject. A church was to be built in each
parish, and vestries appointed. Glebes were directed to be procured for
the ministers, and convenient houses built thereon; in addition to which
their salaries were fixed at £80rpennum, at least, besides their-pe
quisites. No minister was permitted to preach unless he had received
ordination from some bishop in England. If any person without such
ordination attempted to preach, publicly or privately, the Governor and
Council migh suspend and silence him; and, if he persisted, they were
empowered to send him out of the country. In those parishes where there
was not a minister to officiate every Sunday, a reader was t@-be a
pointed, whose duty it was to read divine service evetgniening
Sunday. The liturgy, according to the canons of the Church of England,
was to be read every Sunday by the minister or reader; and the-admi
istration of the sacraments was to be duly observed. No other Catechism
than that inserted in the Book ob@mon Prayer could be taught by the
minister; nor could a reader attempt to expound that or the Scriptures.
Ministers were compelled to preach every Sunday; one Sunday in a
month, at the chapel, if any, and the others at the parish church; and
twice a yeahe was compelled to administer the sacrament of thed.ord
supper. Every person was compelled to attend church every Sunday,
under the penalty of fifty pounds of tobacco. But Quakers and
nontconformists were liable to the penalties of the statutd Ediza-
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beth, which was £20 sterling for every mastabsence, and, moreover,
for twelve month8 absence, to give security for their good behavior.
Quakers were further liable to a fine of two hundred pounds of tobacco
for each one found at one of theieeting; and in case of the insolvency
of any oneof them, those who were able were to pay for the iresus’
Various other laws passed between the above period andrthe co
mencement of the AmericdRevolution ly which the established rel
gion of the Church oEngland was protected by the State. The salary of
the ministe was first settled at 16,000 pounds of tobacco, in the year
1696, to be levied by the vestry on the tithables of thasp, and so
continued to the &volution. Any minster admitted into a pesh was
entitled to all the spiritual and temporal rights thereof; and might-mai
tain anaction against any person who attemptedligburb him in his
possession.
The same acts provided for the purchase of glebes for the ministers.
Though the Toleration Act is not believed to have bean strittly o
ligatory in Virginia, yet, as was frequentlye case at that period, it was
acted under in many instanceBhat it was doubtful whether acts of
Parliament respecting religion were in foineVirginia, appears by the
actof October, 1776, clpger 2, section 1. Even thistadf toleration is a
most flagrant violation of religious freenn
At the October session, 1776, the first law passed suspending the
payment of the salaries formerly alled/to the ministers of the Church
of England. The preamble to this act is worthy of caersition® and
was probably drawn by Mr. Jefferson, who was then a member. A
number of memorials from different religious societies, dissenters from
the Church of Engind, were presented to this Assembly, praying to be
exempted from the payment of parochial dues to the Church of England,

!Se e HeStatutegadLsarge, Vols. | and I, for the above years.

%2 The Toleration Act of 1682 (I. William and Mary) was only adopted by the-Ge
er al Assembly of Virginia Aby a gener al
Accomac County (October 15, 1699) shohat Francis MaKemie, a Presbyterian
preacher, obtained from the court a construction of the law favorable to the licensing of
places for preaching by dissenters. Rev. Samuel Davies subsequently obtained from the
law officers of the Crown in England apiaion supporting this view of the case. Of
the act the able collator of the statute
call a law aoleration act which imposes a religious test on the conscience, in order to
avoid the penalties of atieer law equally violent to every principle of religiousdre
domHeni ngds Statutes, Volume 111, page

% This preamble, which must have given great comfort and encouragement to the
friends of religious liberty, is quoted in full in the Appendix.
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and for the abolition of the Established Church. In opposition to these
there was a memorial from the clergymen of the Church of Edgla
praying that the Establishment might be continued.

These memorials formed the basis of the act of that session above
mentioned. This act fdiexempting the different societies of dissenters
from contributing to the support and maintenance of the clasbly law
established, and its ministaysyas precededybset of resolutionsec-
ognizing the same principles which were afterwards engrafted into the
act itself. It does not appear by what majority this act passed, as the ayes
and noes were not taken anAt the May session, 1777, the payment of
the salaries allowed to the clergy of the Church of England was further
suspended; and at the October session, 1779, so ofwstery act as
related to the salaries formerly given to the clergy of the Church of
England was repealed.

The question as to the propriety of a general assessment had long beel
much agitated, and a great variety of opinions existed respecting it. By
the fifth section of the act of October, 1776, which first suspended the
paymentof the sahries allowed to the clergy of the Church of England,
this question as to a general assessment is expressly left undecided.

In 1784, the subject of a general assessment was again revived. A bill,
which had for its object the compelling of every personatatribute to
some religious teacher, was introduced into the House of Delegates,
under the title ofiA bill establishing provision for the teaaiseof the
Chr i st i arbut oreits thigdi reading @ was postponed till the
fourth Thursday in Novembeheén nexd ayes, 45; noes, 38. Thelfo
lowing resolution was immediately afterwards adopted:

Resolved, That the engrossed bill establishing a provision for
the teachers of the Christian religion, together with the names of
the ayes and noes on the questiopastponing the third reading of
the said bill to the fourth Thursday in November next, be published
in handbills,and twelve copies thereof dedred to each member of
the General Assembly, to be distributed in their respectivencou
ties; and that the pedp thereof be requested to signify their
opinion respecting the adoption of suhill to the next session of
Assembly.

The above resolution drew forth a number of able and animated
memorials from religious societies of different denominations against
the general assessment. Amoagyreat variety of compositions, g0
sessing different degreef merit, a paper drawn up by Colonel James
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Madison(now President of the United States), entifiédviemorial and
Remonstrancéwill ever hold a mosdistinguished face. For elgance
of style, strength ofeasoning, and purityf@rinciple, it has, perhaps,
sddom beenequalegl certainly never surpassed by angithinthe Erg-
lish language.

The sentiments of the people appearing to be decidedly against a
generalassessment, the question was given up forever.

At the same session, however (October, 1784)which the bill
providing for a general assessment failed, an act passedihéorpo-
rating the Protestant Episcopal Chuechhis bill passed the House of
Delegates by a small majority only, being ayes, 47; noes, 38; butin 1786
it was repealed. By the repealing law, the property belonging toiall rel
gious societies was secured to those societies respectively, who were
authorized to appoint from time to time, aoding to the rules of their
sect, trustees for the managing and applying such property to ithe rel
gious uses of the society. And all laws which prevented any religious
society from regulating its own discipline were repealed.

Under the old ecclesiasticastablishment no person could celebrate
the rites of matrimony but a minister of the Church of England, and,
according to the ceremony prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer
Cases, however, frequently occurred, especially during the war, where
the marrige ceremony was performed by others. This gave rise to an act
of October, 1780, which declared all former marriages celebrated by
dissenting ministers good and valid in law; and authorized the county
courts to license dissenting ministers of the Gospelerceeding four
to each sect, to celebrate the rites of matrimony within their counties
only. It was not until the year 1784 that the dissenters were put on the
same footing as all other persons with respect to celebrating the rites of
matrimony. By thisact the marriage ceremony might be performed by
any minister licensed to preach, according to the rules of theokec
which he professed to bar@ember. The same act has been incorporated
in the late revisal of our laws.

The Legislature of 1798 repealell laws vesting property in the
hands of any religious sect; by which the Episcopalians were deprived of
the glebes, etc.; by which all religious sects were put into a state of
perfect equality as it respted the favors of governmeént.

! Most of the above history of the laws of Virginia respecting religion was furnished
by William W. Hening, Es@ Aut hor 6s not e.



CHAPTER FOUR;
From the Abolition of the Established

Church to the Present Times,
Being the End of the General History

of the Separate Baptists.

The war, though very propitious to the liberty of the Baptists, had an
opposite &ect upon the life of religion among them. As if persecution
was more favorable to vital piety than unrestrained liberty, them e
have abated in their zeapon being ushackled from theimanacles.

This may be ascribed to several causes: both peemeind people were

so much engrossed with anxious thoughts and schemes for effecting the
revolution, as well as with alternate hopes and fears for the event, it was
not probable that religion should not lose some portion of its influence
upon the minds oprofessors thus divided. The downfall of Jeremiah
Walker and some other preachers of less note, together with thae-conte
tions arising from Wallgs defection, contributed not a litttewards
dampening the zeal of the Baptists. Having lost some of thempions

in israel, they could not, with the same boldness, face their enemies.
Perhaps we may add that many did not rightly estimate the true source of
liberty, nor ascribe itattainment to the proper aérin consequence of
which God sent them liberty, drwith it leanness of soul. This chill to
their religious affections might have subsided with the war, or perhaps
sooner, if there had not been subsequent occurrences which tended tc
keep them down. The opening free trade by peace served as a{o

erful bait to entrapprofessorqof Christianity] who were in any great
degree inclined to the pursuit of wealth. Nothing is more common than
for the increaseof riches to produce decreaseof piety. Speculators
seldom make warm Christians. Kentucky and the @astountry took

off many of the preachers who had once been exceedingly successful in
the ministry. From whatever cause, certain it is that they suféevedy

wintry season. With some few exceptions the dedenwas general
throughout the tate. Thelove of many waxed cold. Some of the
watchmen fell, others stumbled, and many slumbered at their posts. |
iquity greatly abounded. Associations were but thinly attended, and the
business was badly conducted. God has left many promises that He will

a7
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not always chide, nor be angry with His people; that He will turn again
the captivity of Zion, etc. The long and great declension induced many to
fear that the times of refreshing would never come, but that God had
wholly forsaken them.

Their enemies likewise oftereproached them, sayin@//here is the
promise ofHis coming? We believed, and said, they would come to
nothing and our prediction is fast fulfilling.But let God be true and
every man diar. The set time to favor Zion at length arrived, and as the
declension had been general, so also was the revival. It may bel-consi
ered as having begun in 1788y James Riverlt spread as fire among
stubble, continuing for several years in different parts. Very few
churches were without the blessing. How great trenge! When rel
gion was downnothing but lamentations mixed with groans and tears
could be heard from its zealous advocat€d! that it were with us as in
days past when the mdle of the Lord shone upon asHow is the gold
becomealim; how is the madine gold changed

This cry was reversed so soon as Heaven sniilgd.are as men that
dream This surely is too great to be re@ur mouths are filled with
laughter, and our tongues with singirgOn the part of the many who
were convicted in the conggations you could hear earnest cries for
mercy, with many tears and lamentations. From lips that had previously
been enployed in blasphemy, you wouleéar,fiwWhat shall we do to be
saved? God be merciful to me a sirindn a time of revival there are bu
few who go to meetings that are not more or less affected. Some, indeed,
are much exasperated, and call it hypocrisy, delusion, enthusiasm, etc.
Yet, even of these it does not unfrequently happen that someewill b
come deeply convictednd finally profesghat faith which they once
despised.

The manner of conducting the general revival was somewhat e
traordinary. It was not unusual to have a large proportion of a €ongr
gation prostrate on the floor; and, in some instances, they have lost the
use of theidimbs. No distinct articulation could be heard unless from
those immediately by. Screams, cries, groans, songs, shoutsp-and h
sannas, notes of grief and notes of joy, all heard at the same time, made a
heavenly confusion, a sort of indescribable concesnEhe wicked and
unenlightened were astonished and gaielLord hath done great things
for this people At associations and great meetings, where there were
several ministers, many of them would exercise their gifts at the same
time in different part®f the congregation; some in exhortation; some in
praying for the distressed; and some in argument with opposers. At first
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many of the preachers did not approve of this kind of work. They thought
it extravagant. Others fanned it as fire from heavennibisinworthy of
notice that in those congregatiomkere the preachers encouraged these
exercises to much extent, the work was more extensive and greater
numbers were added. It must also be admitted that in many of these
congregations no little confusionédisorder arose after the revival had
subsided. Some have accounted for this by an old mé&ifhere much
good is done muchvil will also be doe. Where God sows many good
seed the emy will sow many targsBe that as it may, certain it is that
many ministers who labored earnestly to get Christians into their
churches were afterwards much perplexed to get out hypocrites. Perhaps
the best conclusion is to avoid either extreme. A stiff formality or an
inordinae confusion ought each to be shunned. A scriptural and rational
animation is from God, and ought to be indulged and encouraged. Yet
vigilance ought to be used to keep off actual fanaticism as being the
effect of natural and unenlightened emotions.

It hasalready been said that this revival commenced in the year 1785.
It continued spreading until about 1791 or 1792. Thousands wefe co
verted and baptized, besides many who joined the Methodists and
Presbyterians. The Protestant Episcopalians, although mjextedeby
the loss of the Establishment, had nevertheless continued their public
worship, and were attended by respectable congregations. But after this
revival their society fell fast into dissolution. This revival among the
Baptists did not produce as mayoung preachers as might have been
expected. Mr. Leland, in higrginia Chronicle,from which many of the
foregoing remarks have been taken, makes the following observation:

In the late great additions that have been made to the churches,
there are bufew who have engaged in the work of the ministry.
Whether it is because the opdeachers stand in their way, or
whether it is because the people do not pray the Lord of the Harvest
to thrust out laborers, or whether it is not rather a judgment of God
upan the people for neglecting those who are already in the work,
not communicating to them in all good things, | cannot say.

From this revival great changes took place among the Baptists, so
for the better and others for the worsgheir preachers becameuan
more correct in their manner of preaching. A great many odd tones,
disgusting whoops and awkward gestures were disused. In their matter,
also, they had more of sound sense and strong reasoning. Their zeal wa:
less mixed with enthusiasm, and their pileégcame more rational. They
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were much more numerous, and of course, in the eyes of the world, more
respectable. Besides, they were joined by persons of much greater
weight in civil society; their congregations became more numerous than
thoseof any other @ristian sect, anth short, they might be considered,
from this period, as taking the lead in matters of religion in many places
of the State. This could not but influence their manners and spirit more or
less. Accordingly a great deal of that simpliatyd plainness, that rigid
scrupulosity about little matters which so happily tends to keep us at a
distance from greater follies, was laid aside.

Their mode of preaching, also, was somewhat changed. At their first
entrance into the State, though not ine@mt in their method andna
guage, they were quite correct in their views upon all subjects of primary
importance. No preachers ever dealt out to their hearers the nature of
experimental religion more clearly and more warmly. As their réspec
ability increased the preachers and their hearers found a relish for
strongermeat, which, to a proper extent, was very suitable; but it too
often happened, in indulging this, that party spirit and even vanity had
too much influence. To dive deeply into the mysteokethe Gospel; to
tell or to make a plausible guess about what happened before the world
was made or what will happen before it shall end, looked more wise and
excited more applause than to travel on in the old track. Some of the
preachers, likewise, falig unhappily into the Arminian scheme, stirred
up no small disputation, and thereby imperceptibly drove theio-opp
nents to the borders, if not within the lines of Antinomiantsm.

Practical piety was, in many places, too little urged. These things were
followed by a relaxation in discipline in many of the churches, and a
consequent state of disorder. It must not be understood that thgse irre
ularities went to very great lengths, or that they generally prevailed; this
was by no means the case. They had eobime as the church agL
odicea or Sardis; but rather as the churdipitesusthey had in a degree
left their first love. Wherever these evils prevailed disagreeableecons
guences sooner or later sprung from them. The Baptiatae fell into
disrepute, lieir principles were reprobated as leading to licentiousness;
their meetings were deserted by people, who, thus misled, turned in
many places to other societies.

It is a fact quite obvious to every religious character who has traveled
through Virginiaand made observations, that there are few instances in
which the Baptists have ndotirished to a considerable extent, except in

! Anarchy, against any law at all.
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places where their cause has been badly supported or completely b
trayed by the disorders of professors.
Since the great reval just describedthere have been several partial
ones, which will be taken notice of in their proper places.

! The great revival described in the foregoing chapter seems to have been most
powerfully marked ad effective in the Dover, Goshen, Culpeper, and Ketocten A
sociations. In the former its influence was generally felt; Lunsford and Toler reaped a
large harvest in Morattico and Nomini churches in the Northern Neck, and Noel and
Shackleford in upper Kingnd Queen and Tuckahoe (in Caroline) baptized a yet larger
number of converts. County Line, Wallers, North Fork of Pamunkey, Wilderness, and
Goldmine, in the Goshen Association, were signally blessed, as also were Crooked
Run, F.T., Rapid Ann and Blue Run,the Culpeper. Among the Ketocton churches
Bull Run and Chappawamsic were most highly blessed.



CHAPTER FIVE:
Cont aining a History of the General

Association of the Separate Baptists, from
Their First Session, until the Division in
1783

An Association is a council or assembly, composed of delegates or
representatives from each church within the bounds designated for that
purpose, the object of which is to take into consideration the welfare of
the churches, an assist them by their counsel in the preservation of
order and discipline among themselves. Each church sends by their
delegates a letter directed to the Association. These letters inform the
Association whom they have deputed as delegates; what itbeasd
standing of the church; their number, deaths, removals, addiaods
exclusions, etc.The Baptist churches are independent, and esons
guently the business of Associations is not authoritative; they ohay a
vise, and indeed urge their advice, bamiot compel.

The business of Associations is commonly drawn from the letters,
being inserted by the churches, by waygaéry This, however, is not
the only mode of introducing it. The debates are generally short, and the
wholebusiness is commonly congéd in two days. In Virginienost,if
not all the Associations, include Sunday as one of the days for their being
together.

Nothing is attended to on this day except preaching and the different
parts of public worship. Vast crowds in most places dté&essociations
for the purpose fohearing the preaching. For, in addition to thexmi
istrations of Sunday, the congregations who assemble on the other days
are entertained at some convenient place by preachers sent out by the
Association for that purpose. Théwee, besides the good derived from
the immediate business of an Association, the indirect advantages are
very great. From a conviction of this truth, tbever Associationin one
of her circular letter§nserts the following remarks:

The indirect advatages of Associations can only be known by

! In a time of revival, it is quite animating to hear the letters feddut hor 6 s no
2 This circular letter was read at the Association, held October 194, With
Nomini church, Westmoreland County.
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experience. Those who have been accustomed to attend them have
seen and felt the blessings conveyed through them. We conceive it
is no inconsiderable advantage that an opportunity shouldfbe o
fered for brethrend see each otheiiAs iron sharpeneth iron, so a
man sharpeneth the countenance of his friendl. second d-
vantage is that they communicate to each other the transactions of
the different parts of the country from whence they came. They tell
how richly thegrace of God is communicated; how profusely His
blessings are poured out, and how wisely ordered are all His
providencesiiAs cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from

a far countryo Thirdly, they may be beneficial to the church and
neighborhoodn and about which they may Ibeld seeing they

have it in their power to hear those gifts and talents displayed that
are best calculated to instruct, and most likely to profit. Fourthly,
advantages may arise to almost every part of the district by the
visits of the ministers as they pass to and from the Association.

There are fifteen Associations wholly within the State of Virginia,
besides four others, of which a part only are within this State, the other
part being in some adjacent StdDé.the fifteen, six lie north alames
Riverd viz., Ketocton, Culpeper, Albemarle, Gosh&aver, and Ac-
comag six south ofJames Rivéy Portsmouth, Middle District, M+
herrin, Appomattox, Roanokand Strawberry; and three west of the
Alleghany Mountaind New River, Greenbrierand Union. The fouof
which onlya part liesin Virginia are: Mayo, on the borders of Virginia
and North Carolina; Mountain, on the borders of Virginia, Northo€ar
lina and Tennessee;olston, on the borders of Virginia and Tennessee;
and Redstone, on the borders of Virginia, Pennsylyamd Ohio. A
particular account of each of these will be given in their proper order. In
the melan time we must begin with the Original Separate Baptist Ass
ciation:

Having related how through theirawelical labors the Separates had
disseminated the principles of the Baptstw, rather, the doctrines of
the New Testamed@tthrough various parts of the State\6fginia and
North Carolina, weshall now inquire after what manner they wene e
ployed in tkeir deliberative assemblies. We have already noticed that
through the counsel of Mr. Stearns an Association was formedrand o

! This first Association was held with Sandy Creek church. Their meetinghouse was
situated near the stream of the same name in Guilford (now Randolph) County, N.C.
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ganized January, 176@&nd who met again in July of the same year.
Including both these meetings, the list of their churches shaed

Sandy Creek Elder Shubal Stearns.

Deep Rived Nathaniel Powel (a brother).

Abbots Creeld Elder Daniel Marshall.

Little Rive® Joseph Breed (a brother).

Neus Rived Ezekiel Hunter.

Black Rived John Newton.

Dan River, Pittsylvania Qmty, Vad Elder SamueHarris

Lunenburg @unty, Vad William Murphy.

We are not to look for regularity and method among a people whose
only study was the prosperity of vital godliness. No church had been
regularly constituted in Virginia at the time of either of these Associ
tions. It would seem, however, that those two mentioned in the list were
sufficiently numerous to exercise the privileges of a church, and were
therefore admitted into the Association. The chief business of these
Associations was to receive petitions anédjpgoint preachers to travel
into new places where the Gospel was likely to flourish.

We continued togethésays the manuscript of James Read, who
was presenthhree or four days. Great crowds of people attended,
mostly through curiosity. The great powarGod was among us.
The preaching every day seemed to be attended witfs (bteks-
ing. We carried on our Association with sweet decorum ald fe
lowship to the end. Then we took leave of one another with many
solemn charges from our reverend old fatl&mubal Stearns, to
stand fast unto the end.

At their next Association multitudes, both of friends and strangers,
came, many from a great distance. The Rev. John Gano, from New
England, was there. He was sent, it seems, to inquire into the state of
theseNew Light BaptistsHe was receed by Stearns with great affe
tion. But the young and illiterate preachers were afraid of him, and kept
at a distance. They even refused to invite him into their Association. All
this he bore patient)gitting by while theytransacted their business. He
preached also every day. His preachias in the Spirit of the Gospel.
Their hearts were opened, so that before he left them they were greatly
attached to him. So superior were Mr. Gantalents for preaching that
some of te young andinlearned preachers said ttielf as if they never

! The account of this Association is taken frBna ¢ ¢ Hlistarydof the Baptists of
New Englandyolume 3, page 27d8.Aut hor 6 s not e.
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could undertake to preach again. This Association was also conducted in
love, peacegand harmony. When Mr. Gano returned to his own country,
being asked what he thought of these Baptistsieapihatidoubtless

the paver of God s among them; that although thesere rather
immethodical, they certainly had the root of the matter at higart.

At their third Association it seems they were gratified with the most
pleasing accounts of the greatesud of the Gospel. Very many requests
were also sent from various quarters for preachers to be sent them. They
had a very happy Association.

The Associations continued thus happy and thus increasing, ins
much, that at their fifth or sixth session, it apfsethey received del
gates from some churches as high up as the mountains, and from thence
to the oceanln 1767, some of the Spotsylvania preachers attended the
Association, and obtained the attendance of a presbytery, to constitute
their first church. Tie sessions were all held in the vicinity of Stearns and
the older preachers. The younger ones, from Virginia and both the Ca
olinas, attended constantly, and derived much knowledge and aonsol
tion from the conversation of the more experienced. From sioduats
as can be had, it appears that all these Associations were conducted witt
peace and harmony, and were productive of extensive usefulness.

After the disagreement between tRegularsand Separateswhich
took place in Spotsylvania, attempts were eauh both sides, to effect a
reconciliation. Among theéSeparatesthe objections raised by a few
popular characters prevailed. They, it seems, thougtRégelarsvere
not sufficiently particular in small matters, such as dress, etc. They also
expressedears that the confession of faith adopted by Regulars
might in time bind them too much, as there were some objectionable
parts. A majority of theRegularswere favorable to a union. Some,
however, wished that the confession of faith should be addyytéae
Separatedy way of condition.

In 1769 an Association wakl by theSeparatesin North Carolina,
to which the Ketocton or Regular Baptist Association, sent as messe

! Rev. John Gano was born at Hopewell, New Jersey, July 22, 1727. He was married
May 29, 1754, and became pastor of Scotch Plains church. He subsequently spent four
yearsin the South, and in 1762, at the constitution of the First Baptist church of New
York City, he was chosen as their pas tor, and served as such for-shepars, save
that during the Revolution he served as chaplain in the New York brigade under Ge
erd Clinton. In 1788 he moved to Kentucky and became the pastor of Town Fork
church near Lexington. There he died in 1804. The recently published account of his
having secretly immersed General Washington is without the slightest warrant in fact.
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gers the Rev. Messrs. Garrett, Major, and Saunders with a letter, of
which the fdlowing is an extract:

Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ:

The bearers of this letter can acquaint you with the design of
writing it. Their errand is peace, and thdiusiness is a recongil
ation between us, if there is any difference subsisting. If wellare a
Christians, all Baptist® all New Light®d why are we divided?
Must the little appellative nameRegularand Separate break the
golden bond of charity, and set the sons and daughters of Zion at
variance?iBehold how good and how pleasant it istfogthren to
dwell together in unity; but how bad and how bitter it is for them
to live asunder in discord. To indulge ourselves in prejudice is
surely a disorder, and to quarrel about nothing is irregularity with
a witness. ODur dear brethrenEndeavorito prevent this calamity
for the future.

This excellent letter was presented to the Association, and, after a
lengthy debate, the proposal for a union was rejected by a small majority.

The Separate Baptist Association met again in 1770ad49p Creek
meeinghouse' in North Carolina. The churches had now become n
merous, there being a considerable number in each of the three States. It
had been usual with them to do nothing in Associations but bymnani
ity. If in any measure proposed thevas a single dgenting votehey
labored first by arguments to come to unanimous agreement; when a
guments failed, they resorted to frequent prayer, in which all joined.
When both these failed, they sometimes appointed the next day for
fasting and prayer, and to strive bring all to be of one mind. At this
session they split in their first business. Nothing could be done on the
first day. They appointed the next for fasting and prayer. They met and
labored the whole day until an hour by sun in the afternoorg@uid
nothing, not even appoint a Moderator. The third day was appointed for
the same purpose, and to be observed in the same way. They met early
and continued together until $obock in the afternoon without having
accomplished anything. A proposal was thesde that the Association
should be divided into three districts, that is, one in each State. To this
there was a unanimous consent at once.

Whereupon they appointed the first session for the Association in

! This meeinghouse was situated about two miles from the Virginia line imGra
ville County, N.C., and after the creek for which it was nadnadributary of the
Roanoke River.
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Virginia to beheldat Thompso&s meetinghousen Louisa @unty, the
last Saturday in September, 17For North Carolina, at HaRiver
meetinghouseandFor South Carolina, at Seleuda.

The Association then dismissed, without transacting any other bus
ness: It was, however, privately agreed upon amémeg Virginia deé-
gates to hold an occasional session at E. Graigetinghousein Or-
ange Countythe second Saturday in May, 1771. This was designed
more particularly for the purpose of forming regulations, etc.

They did accordingly meet in May, and hsstwas the first session of
the Virginia Separate Baptist Association, it will not be unacceptable to
our readers to insert the proceedings in full.

MINUTES OF THE
FIRST SEPARATE BAPTIST ASSOCIATIGN
At an occasional Association, held at Caigneetinghaose, in @-
angeCounty, second Saturday in May, 178y a private poll Samuel
Harris was chosen moderator, and John Waller, Jr., clerk. The letters
from the several churches were read. The state of each was as follows:

! The above relation is taken from a manuscript of Elijah Craig, who wes pr
sentd Aut hmote.6 s

2 For a further account of this Association, held with Blue Run Church, see extract
in the Appendix to this volume, copied from the journal of Elder John Williams.
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Bledsoe, Wk
liam Card,
John Craig

58
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Upper church | Elijah Craig, 2 |1 4 3 120
(Spottsylvania| George
Twiman,
Bartlet Ben-
net, George
Eves
Culpepper John Monrow,| 1 21
church Thomas Pg
ton
Carerd s R| Joseph 76 2 |1 148
church Hotsdaw,
(Fauquiey James Véth-
ers
Shenandoah | William 78 |1 2 159
church Marshall,
(Frederick) Reuben
Pickett
Black Water | Neither deé-
church gate nor letter
(Bedford)
DanRiver Neither deé-
church gate nor letter
(Pittsylvania)
TOTAL: 420 119 |5 23120 |66 |9 | 1335
Adjourned til Monday morning,

May 13, 1771, Monday mornifigViet together all except our bhet
ren David Ellington, James Childs, and Thomas Peyton, wh@-disa
peared. We all agreed to proceedtsiness, as follows:

1. It is unanimously agreed that the Association has no power-or a
thority to impose anything upon the churches; but that we act a¥an a

visory council.

2. We believe we have a right to withdraw ourselves from any church
that may negict to correspond with us and justify their conduct.

3. With regard to the constitution of church&sAny number of
members that live at a distance too far to assemble with ease, with the
body of the church, at their monthly meeting, having first obtaieadd
from their church, have a right to petition any ordained minister of the
same faith and order, with what helps he chooses, being approved of by
the members, to look into their stability; and if found ripe, to constitute
them a church, describing théoundary and allowing the privilege to
any member who lives near to the said limits to join which of the
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churches he pleases.

4. With regard to ordinationetcd Every ordained minister of the
same faith, etc., being legally called upon by any church adaynister
the sacraments among them, and with the help of their church, ordain
their elders or deacons if found qualified; and in case they have made
choice of a minister whom they desire to be examined and ordained, they
may petition neighboring ministeto proceed in the said work, and on
special occasions any of them failing to come, one ordained minister
with an ordained elder or elders may proceed in the ordination.

5. We advise any church, in distraction or distress, to send for helps
from one or mee sister churches to assist them in such a case.

6. It is agreed that if any delegate sent from any church should
transgress, in any instance, unknowrhi® church, the offended party,
his fellow-delegate and the moderator, may bar him from sitting.

7. All matters brought before the Association for their advice to be
determined by a majority of voices, except what frowd ¢learness of
Scripture lightforces conviction on all; then there is no necessity for
putting it to the decision of votes.

8. It is ayreed that an itinerant minister may be ordained withput a
plying to the Association, by a presbytery of ministers (and we advise
that as many as conveniently can, may be called for that purpose), upon
their examination and a recommendation of his docam&manner of
life from the church he is a member of.

9. It is agreed that a circular letter be sent by the Association to each
church, informing them something of the heads of their business, etc.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 7 @lock.

Tuesday Mornig.0 Came together and proceeded as follows: The
delegate@8names being called over, our brethren David Ellington, David
Thompson, Andrew Tribbleand Bartlet Bennet, failed to appear.

Preserh David Thompson and Andrew TribbBle

It is agreed that every churchith respect to covenanting, is left to
use their own liberty.

! Andrew Tribble wasa son of George Tribble, of Carolir@ounty,where he was
born inMarch,1711. H became an early memberfoh o mp Goldrdire) church,
In Louisa County. Irl777he was calleés pastor byalbemarle churchandordained
by a presbytery of which LewiSraig was anemberHe had previously preached for
some time inAlbemarle. Heremoved to Kentucky in783,and settled on Dix River,
and subsequently i€larke County. In1788he organizedT at e6s Cr eek ch
became theipastor. Heheld this relation also to Unighurch.He died at amdvanced
age, December 23, 1823.
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We advise every church to insert all their queries in their letters to the
Association. PreseditBrother Bartlet Bennet.

The church of Shenandoah and Fauquier having requested help with
respetto the ordination of elders, baptizing, etc., brother Saidagis
agrees (God willing) to go and answer the said request.

A queryfrom the church in Orange, viz.: Whether we have a right to
dismiss a member from under the care of our order?

Answeredn the negative,

A queryfrom Amelia church, viz.: Whether church dealing ought not
to be transacted privately, the members only being present?

Answeredn the negative.

A queryfrom Amelia church, viz.: What are the terms of communion
fixed in the Word ofGod?

AnsweredFellowship in the same faith and order.

A queryfrom Amelia church, viz.: Whether any member, who shall
refuse to acknowledge himself obliged by the Scriptures to observe the
Sabbath, should not be avoided as heretical till he retractritimsats?

Answeredlt is agreed to be referred to the next Association.

A queryfrom Lower Spotsylvania church, viz.; Whether it is lawful
and expedient for our ministers to obtain license from the civil law, for
only one or more meetiAglaces, and so bestricted from generai-|
cense given them by King JesSubark 16th chapter, 15th and 16th
verses, etc.?

Answeredlt is agreed to be referred to the next Association.

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 7&dock.

Wednesday Morning, Met and proceeded &sllows: The church of
Christ, on Black Water, in Bedford, having sent neither letter n@- del
gate to this Association, at the request of the AssocjaBoother
SamuelHarrisand Brother William Lovell are agreed to visit them and
invite them to appeanfiheir delegate at the next Association.

The church of Christ, on DaRiver, in Pittsylvania, having sent ine
ther letter nor delegate to this Association, and hearing that said church
is in distress, Brother Walker and BrotiBrnrrisare agreed, by and with
the consent of the Association, to offer them their help, the secend Fr
day, being the 12th of July, 1771; and they are requested to make a report
at the next Association.

Our BrotheHarris, who was one of our delegates sentfidsto visit

! This means a dismissal from the Baptist Society altogether, and not a dismissal
from one Baptist church to join anoth&rAut hor 6 s not e.
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our sister churches in the South government in distress, made report full
to our satisfaction.

We advise that a committee of three persons be appointed to settle all
expenses that may fall upon the Association.

The committee being sent ougturned and made their report that
there was a balance due from us, etc., to the amount of £4vilsish
was received.

The Association letter to the several churches being, reasl 3-
proved of.

Brother SamueHarris was chosen as our delegate to holdoup
correspondence with the North and South Carolina Associations.

Then adjourned till the last Saturday $eptembeat T h o mpss o n 0
meetinghousen Louisa,

SamueHarris Moderator.
John Waller, JrClerk

The Association, of which the above are thautes, waeldnearly
forty years past. From them may be gathered a pretty correct view of the
mode of government used by the Baptists of that day. It will be seen that
the government of the present time varies from it very little.

It is worthy of note tht one of the constitutional articles disclaims all
power over the churches. Yet, the next declares a right in the Association
to withdraw from delinquent churches in certain cases. Nothing less can
be meant by this article than that the Association, rali@f all orderly
churches in her correspondence, would discountenance all disorderly
ones. It is then a question whether a church, discountenanced by the
Association, can any longer be considered a part of the Baptist Society.
Would it not be deemed digderly for any other church to continue their
fellowship towards one that could not meet in the same Association?
Churches may not only become disorderly in practice, but heterodox in
sentiment. In Virginia, perhaps, we have been more fortunate; but in
Kentucky, and in England, the majority of some of the Baptist churches
have become Arians or Socinians. To give an Association power to deal
with, and finally to put such out of their connectionust be proper, and
indeed, must be what is designed by thevalarticle. By no other means
could a general union be preserved. By the article which disclaims all
power, we must understand all power over the internal government of
the churches. It is also worthy of note that while one of the artieles d

! Four pounds, 15 shillings. The American dollar system was not yet in place at this
time.
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clares thatleurches may be constituted, and preachers ordained without
any application to the Association, it is recorded in the same minutes that
at the request of a certain church a minister is appointed by theiAssoc
ation to assist in the ordination of eiders, Et@mwhich itwould seem

that any Association is a suitable medium through which such matters
can be advantageously arranged.

The next session, they assembled at Thongssuoeetinghousethe
last Saturday in September, according to the appointment made at
Grassy Creek the year before. From thence they adjourned to Lewis
Craigds meetinghouseat which they held their next session, the second
Saturday in May, 1772.

Their next session wdseld at Walles meetinghousethe last Sa
urday in September, 1773f the proceedings of these three sessions
we can obtain no certain accoufnt.

The next Association wdseldat Dover meetinghouse, in Goochland
County, commencing May 8, 1773. Samudrris was appointed nae
erator, and John Waller, Jr., clerk. Letters dalikgates from thirtjour
churches were received. These churches contained 3,195 members, o
which 526 had been baptized subsequent to the last Association. The
largest church was CarsiRun, in Fauquier, under the care of the Reuv.
John Picket, whichantained 28 members. The largest numbermba
tized in any one church wasty-five, in Reedy Bottom Church, in
Halifax, under the care of Reuben Picket. There were-sixéy ded-
gates, including among them almost every distinguished preacher in the
State.

The following queries and solutions are recorded in the minutes of
this Association, viz.:

1. Is the layng on of hands upon baptized membersrelyas such, a
Gospel ordinance or not?

Answer The churches are left at their liberty to act as they mai thin
best.

2. Ought persons in general, who are possessed of ministerial gifts, to
be ordained merely as ministers, or ought they to be ordained te a pa
ticular charge?

Answer A majority in favor of the latter.

! For a reference to @oespondence between the General and Separatist Baptists at
this meeting, see History of Portsmouth Association.

*The time and place were discovered from the letters of correspondence found
among Mr . John Williamsds (f odx: Paders)el d
0Aut hords note.
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3. Is it lawful to receive a member into fellship who is married to
his wife(s sister?

Answer No.

4. Is it agreeable to Scripture for an unmarried man to take #e pa
toral care of a church?

Answer Yes.

An appointment of four ministers was made at this session to visit the
Kehukee Regular Associatioand churches, in order to know their
standing and make report. Samtfrris E. Craig, John Walleand
David Thompson were appointed.

A motion was made by E. Craig to divide the Association into two
districts, viz., one north and one southlafmes Rier. The motion was
inserted in the minutes and referred to the next Association.

They held their next session at Meherrin meetinghouse, Lunenburg
County, in the fall of the same yedl773.

Not being able to obtain the minutes of this session, we dknoet
what business was done, except that they agreed to divide theaAssoci
tion according to the plan proposed in the last Association.

The Southern District agreed to meet at &atheetinghouse, Halifax
County, second Satuag in May, 1774. The Northerrat Picketfs
meetinghouse, Fauquieo@nty, the fourth Saturday in May, 1774i3,
it will be found in the sequel, was only a temporary division.

The Southern District met, according to appointment, atdsall
meetinghousé SamuelHarris was chosen modem, and John Wi
liams clerk. Letters and delegates from twesgyen churches were
received. It appears that the churches in this district contained at that
time 2,033 members, of whom 259 had been baptized since the last
Association. The most numerousucth was Banister, under the care of
Nathaniel Hall, containing two hundred and ten members. The greatest
number baptized in any onghurch was fortytwo, in Meherin, in
LunenburgCounty, under the ministry of John Williams.

For three or four years thelhad been severe persecutions against the
Baptists in many parts of Virginia. Letters were received at thi®-Ass
ciation from preachers confined in prison, particularly from David
Tinsley, then in Chesterfield jail. The hearts of their brethren wlere a
fectedat their sufferings, in consequence of which it was agreed to raise

! The frequency with which the churches in which these meetings were held are
designated by the names of their pastor s
here mentioned, was that of Banister church, then undemsterpl care of Nathaniel
Hall.
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contributions for their aid. The following resolution was also entered
into:

Agreed to set apart the second and third Saturdays in June as
public fast days, in behalf of our poor blindgecutors, and for the
releasement of our brethren.

At this Association, for the first time, the following query was i
troduced, which afterwards produced some weighty consequences:

Query.Ought all the ministerial gifts recorded in the 4th chapter of
Ephesians,11th, 12th and 13th verses, be in use in the present time?

Answer A great majority suppose all the ministerial gifts recorded in
said Scripture are, and ought to be, in insthe churches. Although we
pay a due regard to the distinction betweeatir@ary and extraordinary
gifts.

They appointed their next session to be at Wasieeetinghouséin
Amelia County, the second Saturday in October, 1774.

The Northern District also met in Fauqufeaccording to their @
pointment, on the fourth SaturdayWay, 1774.

SamueHarrisand John Williams having attended this Association as
corresponding delegates from the Southern District; the former was
appointed moderator, and John Waller clerk.

Letters were received from twentyur churches, stating theium-
bers in all to be 1,921, of whom 158 had been baptized since the last
Association. The largest church, viz., Lower Spotsylvania, now called
Wallerés, contained 188 members, being under the charge of John
Waller. The greatest number baptized in any on&rath was twae-
ty-eight. This was the church called the Whiteuse, probably under
the ministry of John Koontz.

A query Whether the doctrine of ¢hnoneternity of helltorments
ought to be deemed heretical, and what shoulddme with a member
who heldit?

AnsweredThe doctrines heretical, and all persons holding it ought
to be purged out of the churches.

To this Association was also sent the query mentioned above, viz.:
Whether the ministerial gifts mentioned in Ephesidiins chapter, and
11th, 12th, and13th versesare now in use After two day$®debate, a

! Nottoway church, under care of Jeremiah Walker, located in the southern end of
Nottoway County, near the Lunenburg line. This section was a part of Amelia till 1788.

At Carterds Run meet i ngqueuCoenty, néanthet h e
Rappahannock River.
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majority decided that it ought to be put off until the next Association.

The question respecting a confession of faith was agitated at this
session, and decided that each church might exercissviediscretion
in adopting he confession of faith or not.

The Southern District met in an annual Association, according to
appointment, at Walké meetinghousein Amelia County second
Saturday in October, 1774.

Letters from thirty churches were reeed, stating their numben all
to be 2,083, whom 416 had been baptized subsequent to the spring A
sociation. The greatest number baptized in any one church was seventy
two, in Banister church. HalifaCounty, under the pastoral care od-N
thaniel Hall; his was also th largest church, containing 288&mbers.
SamueHarriswas appointed moderator, and John Williams clerk.

A letter was received from the Philadelphia Association, withpg co
of their minutes. Likewise the minutes of tRdarlestonAssociaton
were received; all olvhich were read.

At this Association, the query respecting the proper interpretation of
Ephesians 4:313 was again debated, and by a unanimous vote, three
excepted, it was resolved that th
church, and the said three submitted to the majority. It was fugher r
solved that the said offices be immediately established by the &ppoin
ment of certain persons to fill them, provided any possessed of such gifts
could be found among thenThey then poceeded to the choice of an
apostle, by private poll, and the lot fell, by unanimous consent, upon
Elder Samuel Harris. For the discipline of this high officer, tHe fo
lowing rule isentered on the minutes, vifilf our messenger or apostle
shall transgess in any manner, he shall be liable to dediiidp] in any
church where the transgression is committed, and the said chunch is i
structed to call helps from two or three neighboring churches, and, if by
them found a transgressor, a general councihefahurches shall be
called to restore or excommunicate horfihey then proceeded to ordain
him, according to the following method:

The day being set apart as a fast day, we immediately proceeded
to ordain him, and the hands of every ordained minister laids
on him. Public prayer was made by John Waller, E. Craig, and
John Williams. John Waller gave a public charge, and the whole

! This was called an occasional association, for although they held an association
almost every spring, yet it was a standing rule to have one session in each year, with the
liberty to hold another occasionally @ circumstances required it.
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Association gaveim the right hand of fellowship.

His work was to pervade the churches; to do, or at least to see to, the
work of ordination, and to set in order things that were wanting, and to
make report to the next Association.

The discussion of this subject caused no little warmth on both sides.
Jeremiah Walker first agitated it, and was supported by most of the
preachers opopular talents, not without suspicion of vanity and amb
tion. The opposition was headed by Reuben Ford, followed by a n
merous party in the Northern District. Walker wrote a piece upon the
subject, entitledrree Thoughtsetc, in which, as also in hisrguments,
both in Associations and private companies, he very ingenioushy mai
tained thagll the offices mentioned in the above texts were stilsm
Mr. Ford also wrote @amphlet inanswer to MrWalker,in which he
rebutted his arguments with considble ability. Both these were read
before the Association. The majority favoring Mr. Waflkesystem, an
experiment was made.

At an Associatiorheldfor the Northern District this fall, John Waller
and E. Craig were appointed apostles for the northodithee river.

It is sufficient to inform our readers that this scheme did not succeed.
Either the spirit of free government ran too high among the churches to
submit to such an officer or the thing was wrong in itself, and, not being
from God, soon fell. Mese apostles made their report to the nexo-Ass
ciation, rather in discouraging terms, and no others ever were appointed.

The judicious reader will quickly discover that this is only the old
plan of bishops, etc., under a new name.

In the last decision Was agreed that the office of apostles, like that of
prophets, was the effect of miraculous inspiration and did not belong to
ordinary times.

Both the Associations of this fall appointed their next session to be
held at Manakin town, or Dover meetinghousige fourth Saturday in
May, 1775.

May 27, 1775 Both Associations met by their delegates, at Dover
meetinghousé Letters from sixty churches were received, viz.: fiwe
ty-nine from the north and 31 from the south sideJafmes River
SamuelHarriswas chosn moderator, and John Waller and Johi+ Wi
liams clerks. Only about 300, for both districts, are numbered as having
been bptized since the last Associani. This number, compared with
what had been for years previously, proves that cold times were now not

! Situated in Goochland County, ten or twelve miles west of Richmond.
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only appearingbut actually arrived. The events which occurred at this
and the succeeding session prove it more certainly.

The following query first occupied their attention:

fils salvation by Christnade possible for every individual of the
human race®The debate on this query took up the whole of Monday.
Every thinking man in the Association felt himself seriously interested.
Most of them spoke to it, more or less. The weight of talents and infl
ence seems to have been on the Arminian side. Sdhaued Jeremiah
Walker, John Waller, and many other distinguished preachers stood
forward and zealously, as well as ably, supported the argument in favor
of universal provision.

Talents and ingenuity were not wanting on the other side. William
Murphy, John Willams, and E. Craig stood foremost in favor of & Ca
vinistic solution. These supported by truth, or at least by the more ge
erally received opinion among Baptists, obtained after a long and an
mated debate a small majority. This decision was on Mondayafter
immediately before an adjournment. That evening the Arminian party
holding a consultation, determined to bring on the sulajgain the next
day, and to have a determination whether their opinions upon this point
should be a matter of bar to fellowghand communion. On Tuesday
when they met, the business became very distressing. The Arminian
party, having the moderator with them, withdrew out of doors. The other
side also withdrew, and chose John Williams as moderator. Everything
was then done by mesge, sometimes in writing and sometimes- ve
bally.

After some time spent in this way, the following proposal was made
by the Arminian party:

Dear Brethreny A steady union with you makes us willing to be
more explicit in our answer to your terms of reconciliatio-pr
posed. We do not deny ttoemer part of your proposal respecting
particular election of grace, still retaining our liberty with regard
to constrution. And as to the latter part, respecting merit in the
creature, we are free to profess there is none.

Signed by order.
SamueHarris, Moderator

To which the other party replied as follows:

Dear Brethren) Inasmuch as a continuation pbur Christian
fellowship seems nearly as dear to us as our lives, and seeing our
difficulties concerning your principles with respect to merit in the
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creature, particular election, and final perseverance of the saints
are in a hopeful measure removing, we do willingly ireggou in
fellowship, not raising the least bar. But do heartily wish and pray
that God, in His kind providence, in His own time will bring it
aboutwhen isael shall all be of onemind, speaking the same
things.

Signed by order,

John WilliamsModerator

These terms being acceded to on both sides, they again met in the
meetinghous@nd resumed their business. Their union was as happy as
their discord had been distressing.

It was determined that the two Associations should again unite at their
next sessionand that that should be Bu Puy sneetinghouse Pow-
haan (then Cumberland)d@inty, the second Saturday in August, 1775.

It seems that one great object in unitthg two districts at this time
was to strive together for the abolitiohtbe hierarchy nchurch estia-
lishment in Virginia.The discontents in America, arising from British
oppression, were now drawing to a crisis; most of the coloniesdrad d
termined to resist, and some went for independence. This was a-favor
ble season for the Baptists. Hagibeen much ground under the British
laws, or at least by the interpretation of them in Virginia, they were to a
man favorable to any revolution by which they could obtain freedom of
religion. They had known from experience that mere toleration was not a
sufficient check, having been imprisoned at a time when that law was
considered by many as being in force.

It was therefore resolved at this session to circulate petitions to the
Virginia Convention or General Assembly throughout the State in order
to obtan signatures. The prayer of these was that the church establis
ment should be abolished, and religion left to stand upon its own merits,
and that all religious societies should be protected in the peaceable e
joyment of their own religious principles amabdes of worship. They
appointed Jeremiah Walker, John Willigraed George Roberts to wait
on the Legislature with these petitions. They also determined to petition
the Assembly for leave to preach to the army, which was granted.

Jeremiah Walker and JoMWilliams, being appointed by this Ass

'This meetinghouse was that of old Poyv
pastor, John Du Puy. Elijah Craig, Lewis Craig, Jeremiah Walker, and\litllams
were appointed at the meeting to wait on the Convention with the petition to leave to
preach to the army. For the text of this Constitution, see Appendix to this volume.
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ciation, went and preached to the soldiers when encamped in the lower
parts of Virginia.Not meeting with much encouragemehgydeclined
it after a short time.

They appointed the next Association to bheld at Thompsods
meetinghouse LouisaCounty, on the second Saturday in August, 1776.

They met accordingly, and letters from sevefoyr churches were
received, bringing mournful tidings of coldness and declensibis T
declension is accounted fby someof the letters as arising from too
much concern in political matters, being about the commencement of the
revolution. Others ascribe it to their dissensions about principles, etc.
Both, doubtless, had their weight. After they met, John Waller was a
pointedto preach, and took his tekCorinthiansl3th andlL4nth. He had
fully embraced the whole Arminian system, and was determined to
preach it at every risk. Being called to account before the Association, he
and all his adherents withdrew from the Baptistd immediately set up
for independence. The result may be seen in his biography. This was an
exceedingly sorrowful time. Waller was held high in estimation among
the Baptists. Serious consequences might reasonably be expected. The
Association, however, tk such measures as were within their power to
prevent unpleasant effects.

It appears that it was agreed at this Association to dividef@io
district® probably such a division as afterwards took place 8317
viz., two south and two north dames Rier. But as this division was not
permanent, we shall pursue the narrative by attendirng tiwhole under
one view, as if no such division had taken place.

The first session for that district, which included Halifax. etc., was
held at Falts Creek metinghouse? Halifax County, first Saturday in
November, 1776.

Their next session was at WilliatssSandy Creetneetinghousé the
last Saturday in April, 1777. Of these sessions we could obtairngno re
ular account

By some means it happened that the districtewgain united about
this time. Being the height of the war, the Associations were but thinly

! The meetinghouse of Lower Goldmine church, of which David Thompson was
then the pastor.

2 This church subsequently became known as County Line, their meetinghouse
being near the line between Pittsylvania and Halifax counties.

% Elder John Williams was pastor of Sandy Creek church, in Charlotte County. The
situation of their meetinghouse we are unable, after many inquiries and mueh corr
spondence, to ascertain.
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attended and little business done.

Third Saturday in May, 1778, a General Association Wwvealsl at
Andersoiis meetinghousein BuckinghamCounty. Letters from thi
ty-two churches were received. William Webber, moderator; Jotn Wi
liams, clerk.

A committee was appointed to inquire whether any grievances existed
in the civil laws that were oppressive to the Baptists. In their report they
represent the marriage law asrig partial and oppressive. Upon which
it was agreed to present to the General Assembly a memorial praying for
a law affording equal privileges to all ordained ministers of every d
nomination®

They appointed their next Association @ti Puys meetinghouse
Powhatan Gunty, second Saturday in October, 1778. They moet a
cording to appointment, and chose Santd@iris moderator, and John
Williams clerk. Letters from thirtgwo churches were read.

A committee of seven members wegpointed to take into cormsi
eration the civil grievances of the Baptists and make report.

1st. They reported on Monday that should a general assessment take
place, that it would be injurious to the dissenters in general.

2nd. That the clergy of the formeEstablished Church suppose
themselves to have the exclusive right of officiating in marriages, which
has subjected dissenters to great inconveniences.

3rd. They therefore recommend that two persons be appointed to wait
on the next General Assembly anyg these grievances before them.

Jeremiah Walker and Elijah Craig (and in case of the failure of either,
John Williams) were appointed to attend the General Assembly.

Some rules for the government of Associations were formed at this
session. In consequenckthe warm dissensions that had taken place at
some of the Associations a few years before this, combined with the
ravages of war, the Associations were not so fully attended as they had
been. From 60 and 70 churches, which usually corresponded, they had
fallen to about 30 or 40. It seems that some had contracted unfavorable
opinions of Associations, and wished them to be laid aside. This subject,
being agitated at this session, produced the following entry:

Resolved That a society of churches combinedseek the mutual
good of the whole is desirable; that it also promotes acquaintance among

! For the memorial addressed to the Assembly by the Associatioropgeddwo
years later at Sandy Creek meetinghouse on the subject of these resolutions, and the
consequent act of the Assembly, see Appendix.



72| HISTORY OF THE BAPTISTS IN VIRGINIA

brethren, and affords opportunity tonsult respecting the best modés o
counteracting national grievances. But Associations are not to interfere
with the internal oncerns of churches, except where their advice-is r
quested by any church, in the way of query.

The next Association appointed the second Saturday in May, at Dover
meetinghouse

On the second Saturday inaly) 1779, the Association met at Dover
meetinghousgGoochlandCounty, of which session we have no account.

On the second Saturday in October, 1779, the Association met at
Nottoway meetinghouseAmelia County SamuelHarris moderator;
Jeremiah Walker clerk.

The report by Jeremiah Walker, as delegateg¢dzaneral Assembly,
was highly gratifying, upon which the following entry was unanimously
agreed to be made:

On consideration of the bill establishing religious freedom,
agreed: That the said bill, in our opinion, puts religious freedom
upon its proper bas; prescribes the just limits of the power of the
State, with regard to religion; and properly guards against-pa
tiality towards any religious denomination; we, therefore, heartily
approve of the same, and wish it to pass into a law.

Ordered That this ou approbation of the said bill, be transmitted to
the public printers, to be inserted in the Gazettes.

It seems that many of the Baptist preachers, presuming upon a future
sanction, had gone on to marry such people as applied for marriage. It
was determing that a memorial should be sent from this Association
requesting that all such marriages should be sanctioned by a law for that
purpose. The law passed accordingly.

For a set of preachers to proceed to solemnize the rites of matrimony
without any law to athorize them might at first view appear incorrect,
and, indeed, censurable; but we are informed that they were advised to
this measure by Mr. Patrick Henry as being the most certain method of
obtaining the law. It succeeded. It is, however, still gueabt@whether
this was not doing evil that good might come

The next Association waseld at Walleis meetinghouse, Spotsy
vaniaCounty, the second Saturday in May, 1780. No account could be
obtained of the procedengsof thissession. The next was appothte be
at Sandy CreekneetinghouseCharlotteCounty, second Saturday in
October, 180.

They met at the time and place appointed. Saiagis, moderator;



R. B. SEMPLE |73

John Williams, clerk. Letters from only twentyne churches wereey
ceived.

From the minutes iappears that some jealousy was still entertained
respecting the power of Associations. In consequence of which an entry
is made disavowing any authority over the churches.

A letter was received from a committee of the Regular Baptests, r
guesting that a siilar committee should be appointed by this Asgoci
tion to consider natnal grievances in conjunctidrthis was donea
cordingly, and Reuben Ford, John Willignasd Elijah Craig werep
pointed.

The third Thursday in November following was appointed ya afa
fasting and prayer, in consequence of the alarming and distressing times.

The next Association was appointed at Ande@saneetinghouse
Buckingham Countysecond Saturday in May, 87. They met e-
cording to appointment. About this time the Britishdar Lord Con-
wallis, were marching through Virginia from the South, and were now at
no great distance from the place of the Associa@onthis account there
were but sixteen churches that corresponded. They chose William
Webber moderator, and J. Williantlerk. After making some few-a
rangements and appointing the next Association at Doeetinghouse
Goochland @Gunty, the second Saturday in October82,7they al-
journed.

They met at Dovemeetinghousagreeably to appointment. Letters
from thirty-two corresponding churches were read. William Webber,
moderator; John Williams, clerk.

Jeremiah Walker was appointed a delegate to attend the next General
Assembly, with a memorial and petitions against ecclesiastical ®ppre
sion. Robert Sbckton attended the $8ociationas a delegate from the
Strawberry Association.

The large number of churches and the great distance which many of
their delegates had to travel rendered a General Association in Virginia
extremely inconvenient, so that they would, probably loefpie this
date, have divided into districts if they had not bbeld together by
apprehensions of oppression from civil government.

They could not make heady against their powerful and numerous
opponents with any hope of success unless they were atedg

! For the Memorial to the House of Delegates on the right of Baptist ministers to
solemnize marriages, adoptedld@stmeeting (October 16, 1780), see Appendix to this
volume.
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themselves. In order to be all of one mind it was necessary that they
should all assemble around one council board. For these reasons the
General Association was kept up as long as it was. Finding it, however,
considerably wearisome to collect sonydrom such distant parts, and
having already secured their most important civil rights, they determined
to hold only one more General Association, and then, dividing isto di
tricts, to form some plan to keep a standing sentinel for political pu
poses. Irorder to mature this plan for dividing into districts they agreed
to have two spring Associations, one on the south side and one on the
north side oflames Riverlt was expected that the churches on each side
would send delegates to the Associations@irtrespective districts.

They then proceeded to appoint the Associatu Puys mee-
inghouse Powhatan Gunty, second Saturday in October, 1783. The one
on the south side was appointed at Nottomagtinghousan Nottoway
County, the second Saturd@n May, 1783; the one on the north side, at
Noelés meetinghousen Essex Countythe first Saturday in May, 1783.

The first Wednesday in November was appointed a day of fasting and
prayer, on account of the prospects of famine, and to avgudieents
of God on account of the increasing wickedness of the land.

On the second Saturday in October, 1783, they met in Gensral A
sociation, according to appointment, and for the last time. FThaven
delegates, including most of the active preachekérginia, were pe-
sent. William Webber, moderator; John Williams, clerk.

The following business was transacted in this Association:

ResolvedThat our General or Annual Association cease, and that a
General Committee be instituted, composed of not rtiae four dé
egates from each District Association, to meet annually, to consider
matters that may be for the good of the whole society, and thatahe pr
sent Association be divided into four distri&gttlpper and Lower -
trictsd on each side afames River

A motion was made by John Williams, that as they were now about to
divide into sections, they ought to adopt some confession of faith, by
way of affording a standard of principles to subsequent tilrfesy then
agreed to adopt the Philadelphia Confessidfaith, upon the following
explanations:iiTo preventits usurping a tyrannical power over the
consciences of any: We do not mean that every person is to be bound to
the strict observance of everything therein contained, nor do we mean to

! This last meeting of the General Association was at Powhatan meetinghouse,
Powhatan County.
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make it in any rgpect superior or equal to the Scriptures in matters of
faith or practice; although we think it the best human composition of the
kind now extant, yet it shall be liable to alterations whenever the General
Committee, in behalf of the Associations, shadl 820

Reuben Ford and John Waller were appointed delegates to wait on the
General Assembly with a memorial; then dissolved.



CHAPTER SIX:
Containing a History of the General Co m-

mittee from Their First Session until Their
Diss olution in 1799

Circumstanced as the Baptists werthat period, it would have been
the height of folly to have dissolved the General Association without
substituting some other assembly capable of consulting and devising
measures for the benefit of téhole connection. In most respects a
meeting composed of representatives from the different Associations
was preferable to the General Association. Being a small number, they
could act more promptly; they would have fewer local matters, and
could, therefos, devote their attention more intently to those of general
concern; and lastly, there being three other Associations now in the
State, besides the one called the General Association, these could unite
in a General Committee and contribute their aid insuess interesting
to all.

The General Committee accordingly met for the first time onrSatu
day, October 9, 18.! Delegates from four Associations assembled.
William Webber was appointed moderator, and Reuben Ford clerk.

Of the plan of government the folling are the only articles proper to
be noticed:

1. The General Committee shall be composed of delegates sent from
all the District Associations that desire to correspond with each other.

2. No Association shall be represented in the commitgagedre than
four delegates.

3. The committee thus composed shall consider all the political
grievances of the whole Baptist Society in Virginia, and all references
from the District Associations respecting matters which concern the
Baptist Society at large.

4. No pettion, memorial or remonstrance shall be presented to the
General Assembly from any Association in connection with the General
Committee; all things of that kind shall originate with the General
Committee.

Under this constitution they proceeded to business

! The author does not state, and we are in ignorance of where the general meeting
took place.

76
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The law for the solemnization of marriage and the vestry law were
considered political grievances. They also resolved to oppose the law for
a general assessment and that for the incorporation of religious societies,
which were now in agitation.

A memorial to the General Assembly praying for a repeal of the
vestry law and for an alteration in the marriage law was drawn and
committed to the hands of the Rev. Reuben Ford to be presented to the
next Assembly.

Saturday August18, 17858 The General Comitiee met a second
time at Du Pugs meetinghousd?owhatan CountyDelegates from four
Associations were present. William Webber was chosen moderator, and
Reuben Ford clerk.

Reuben Fortreported that, according to the directions given him, he
presented anemorial and petition to the honorable General Assembly;
that they met with favorable reception; that certain amendments were
made to the marriage lawhich he thought satisfactofyTo this report
the General Committee concurred.

They were further infornte that at the last session of the General
Assembly a bill for a general assessment was introduced and had almosit
passed into a law; but when at that stage in which it is callech-an e
grossed bill, a motion was made and carried that it should be referred to
the next Assembly in order to give the people opportunity to consider it.

The General Committee, as guardians of the rights of the Virginia
Baptists, of course took up the subject and came to the following res
lution:

ResolvedThat it be recommended tooge counties which have not
yet prepared petitions to be presented to the General Assembly against
the engrossed bill for a general assessment for the support of the teacher
of the Christian religion, to proceed thereon as soon as possible; that it is
believed to be repugnant to the spirit of the Gospel for the Legislature
thus to proceed in matters of religion; that no human laws ought to be
established for this purpose; but that every person ought to bendeft e
tirely free in respect to matters of religicthat the holy Author of our
religion needs no such compulsive measures for the promotion of His

! For rotice of Reuben Ford, see biographical sketches at end of this volume.

2 The law respecting the celebration of marriages restricted the granting of licenses
by the county courts to dissenting ministersnti more than four in each sedb
celebrate theite within the limits of their counties onlylhe effect of the above
amendments was to remove these unjust discriminations and to place dissemting mi
isters on the same footing as others.
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cause; that the Gospel wants not the feeble armaof for its support;
that it has made, and will again through divine power, make its way
against all oppason; and that should the Legislature assume the right of
taxing the people for the support of the Gospel, it will be destructive to
religious liberty.

Therefore This committee agrees unanimously that it will beeexp
dient to appoint a delegate to wait thhe General Assembly with a-
monstrance and petition against such assessment.

Accordingly, the Rev. Reuben Ford was appointed.

It was then consulted, whether it would not be desirable to establish
among the Baptists some uniform mode for the solemnizationa-
riage. Upon which it was resolved to adopt and recommend the form laid
down in the Common Pray@®ook, leaving out a few exceptionable
parts; and that it be printed together with the catechism entitl&dor
Babes:

Saturday August5, 17860 The next meeting of the General @eo
mittee washeld at Andersofs meetinghouseBuckingham County
Delegates from five Associations assembled.

Reuben Ford, who was appointed to wait upon the Assembly with a
memorial and petition against the bill for a genasslessment, reported
that he waited on the House of Assembly according to appointment; that
the law for assessment did not pass, but on the contrary, an act passed
explaining the nature of religious liberty.

This law, so much admired for the lucid manmewhich it treats of
and explains religious liberty, was drawn by the venerable Thorfras Je
ferson. It may be found in the 29th page of the Revised Code of the
Virginia laws.

The committee concurred in the report and declared themselves well
pleased with ta law above mentioned.

Here let us remark that the inhibition of the general assessment may,
in a considerable degree, be ascribed to the opposition made to it by the
Baptists, for it is stated by those who were conversant with the pr
ceedings of those ties, that the reference made to the people, after the
bill was engrossed, was done with a design to give the different religious
societiesan opportunity of expressing their wishes. The Baptists, we
believe, were the only sect who plainly remonstrat®fisome others, it

1t is much to be deplored that this, or some other form of eelginstruction for
children, has not been in more common use among the Baptdsts.t hor 6 s not e

2 The firm and united stand made by the Baptists against the general assessment bill
occurred at a most critical juncture in the struggle for religious freednthwhen the
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is said, that the laity and ministry were at variance upon the subject, so as
to paralyze their exertions either for or against the bill. These remarks,
by the by, apply only to religious societies acting as such. Individuals of
all sects ad parties joined in the opposition.

The General Committee then went into the consideration of a law for
the incorporation of the Episcopal society, and thereby vesting certain
property in them. Upon this subject theyote:

Resolved, That petitions ougbtbe drawn and circulated in the
different counties and presented to the next General Assembly,
praying for a repeal of the incorporating act, and that the public
property which is by that act vested in the Protestant Episcopal
Church be sold and the mognapplied to public use, and that
Reuben Ford and John Leland attend the next Assembly as agents
in behalf of the General Committee.

The schism which took place among the Regular and Sepanate Ba
tists soon after their rise in Virginia had never been, gseydirely e-
moved, although a very friendly intercourse had been occasionally kept
up among them.

The time was now at hand when all differences and party spirit was
about to be forever wiped off. Th&etocton or Regular Baptist Assec
ation sent delegatde this General Committee, and they were received
upon equal footing with those from the other Associations. This gave
rise to the following recommendation:

It is recommended to the different Associations to appoint de
egates to attend the next Generaln@oittee for the purpose of
forming an union with the Regular Baptists.

Friday, August10, 178 The fourth session of the GeneralnGo
mittee washeld at Dover meetinigouse, inGoochland CountyDele-
gates fom six Associations assembled.

The Rev. Messrs. Fdrand Leland, who were appointed to wait on the
General Assembly, reported that according to their instructions they

other religious bodies which had been their allies in the contest were now wavering, or

opposing them. Their action at this period, reinforced by the powerful support of James

Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and George Mason, forms one of gieelsti chapters in

the history of Virginia.For the famous

l'iberty, 0o see Appendi x at the end of th
! There were only six associations at this time in the State, so that all weze repr

sentedd Authao 6 s not e.
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presented a memorial praying for a repeal of the incorporating act; that
the memorial was received by the honorable house, and that thaf pa

the said act which respected the incorporation of the ProtestanbEpisc
pal Church as a religious society, and marking out the rules of their
procedure, was repealed; but that that part which respected the glebes,
etc., remained as it was.

Whereupon he question was put whether the General Committee
viewed the glebes, etc., as public property. By a majority of one they
decided that they were. They did not, however, at this time send any
memorial to the General Assembly.

Agreeably to appointment the geabtt of the union of Regular and
Separate Baptists was taken up, and a happy and effectual reconciliation
was accomplished.

The objections on the part of the Separates related chiefly to matters
of trivial importance, and had been fmme time removed &g being a
bar of communion. On the other hand, the Regulars complained that the
Separates were not sufficiently explicit in their principles, having never
published or sanctioned any confession of faith; and that they kept
within their communion many wheere professed Arminians, etc. To
these things it was answered by the Separates that a large majority of
them believed as much in their confession of faith as they did-the
selves, although they did not entirely approve of the practice of religious
societies binding themselves too strictly by confessions of faith, seeing
there was danger of their finally usurping too high a place; that if there
were some among them who leaned too much towards the Arminian
system they were generally men of exemplary pietygnedt usefulness
in the Redeemé kingdom, and they conceived it better to bear with
some diversity of opinion in doctrines than to break with men whose
Christian deportment rendered them amiable in the estimation of all true
lovers of genuine godlinessideed, that some of them had now become
fathers in the Gospel, who previous to the bias which their minds had
received had borne the brunt and heat of persecution, whose labors and
sufferings God had blessed, and still blessed to the great advancement of
His cause. To exclude such as these from their communion would be like
tearing the limbs from the body.

These and such like arguments were agitated both in public and pr
vate, so that all minds were much mollified before the final amd su
cessful attemptadr union.

The terms of the union were entered on the msiat¢he following
words, viz.:



R. B. SEMPLE |81

The committee appointed to consider the termsiminwith our
Regularbrethren reported that they coaive the manner in which
the Regular Baptist confession fafith has been received by a
former Association is the grouswdork for such union.

After considerable debate as to the propriety of having any confession
of faith at all, the report of the committee was received with the fo
lowing explanation:

To preventhe confession of faith from usurping a tyrannical
power over the conscience of any, we do not mean that every
person is bound to the strict observance of everything therein
contained; yet that it holds forth the essential truths of the Gospel,
and that thedoctrine of salvation by Christ and free, unmerited
grace alone ought to be believed by every Christian andh-mai
tained by every minister of the Gospel. Upon these terms we are
united; and desire hereafter that the narRegyularand Separate
be buried in blivion, and that, from henceforth, we shall be known
by the name of thenited Baptist Churches of ChrishiVirginia.

This union has now (1809) continued upwards of twdwty years
without any interruption. The bonds of union are apparently much
stronge than at first. It is quite pleasing sometimes to find that members
and even ministers of intelligence among the Baptists have manifested a
total unacquaintance with the terrRegularand Separate when they
have been occasionally mentioned in their camyp&rom this it is plain
that all party spirit is now laid aside, and that it was a union of hearts as
well as parties.

It is worthy of remark that this conjunction of dissevered brethren
took place at a time when a great revival of religion had alreawty c
menced, and not far from the time when it burst forth on the right hand
and the left throughout the State. Some ofreaders will impute this to
a providential interference of God, disposing the hearts of His people to
love and peace in order to prepdnemfor the day of His power. Others
will say rather the work having already begun, a revival of true religion
always tends to open the hearts of the friends of God and makes them
stretch the robe of charity so as really to cover a multitude of faults.
Whether to the one or the other, or to both these causes maybe ascribec
the accommodating temper of the two parties, certain it is that nothing
could be more salutary. The ointment poured upon Aarfoead was not
more savory; the dew on Hermon was not enfsuctifying than is the
union of brethren; it is therBeven where love reignsthat the Lord
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commands His blessidglife eternad life forevermore.

The next General Committee met at Willidmsneetinghousg
Goochland CountyFriday, the 7th of March, ¥B. Delegates from four
Associations attended.

The religiouspolitical subjects which were taken up at this session
were:

1. Whether the new Federal Constitution, which had now lately made
its appearance in public, made sufficient provision for the sesure
joyment of religious liberty; on which, it was agreed unanimously that,
in the opinion of the General Committee, it did not.

2. Whether a petition shall be offered to the next General Assembly,
praying for the sale of the vacant gleb&ier much delibeation on this
subject, itwas finally determined that petitions should be presented to
the next General Assembly, asking the sale of the vacant glebes, as being
public property; and accordingly four persomsre chosen from the
General Committee to pregetheir memorial, viz.: Eli Clay, Reuben
Ford, John Wallerand John William$.

3. Whether a petition should be offered to the General Assembly,
praying that the yoke of slavery may be made more tolerable. Referred to
the next session.

It appears from theninutes of this session that letters had been r
ceived from the Rev. Asa Hunt, of Massachusetts, and the Rev. Lemuel
Powers, of New York State, proposing a correspondence between the
General Committee and the Northern Associations, to which proposal
the Gaeral Committee readily agreed, and appointed Mr. Leland to visit
as many of them as he could conveniently. Letters of correspondence
were also prepared. Hopes were entertained by some, about this time, of
forming a general meeting, to be composed of ddégyfrom all the
States in the Union. Such a plan, however desirable, was never put into
practice.

The first proposal for publishin@A History of the Rise and Progress
of the Baptists in Virginiawas made at this session.

The next session of the General Committee was at D& Puge-
inghouse August thellth, 1788. Delegates from five Associatioris a

! The place of this important meetinghouse of the General Committee was in the
upper part of Goochland County, near the Louisa line. John Waller was pastor of the
church at the time.

% The memorial was presented, and similar memorials andopetitontinued to be
presented to the Legislature from the General Committee until 1799 thdegained
their objectd Authot® mote
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tended.

The question whether a memorial should be sent to the Gereral A
sembly at their next session respecting the glebeslara$ taken up;
whereupon it was resolved that the business should be entrusted to the
care of Elders Leland, Walleand Clay, to be left discretionary with
them to present a memorial or not, as they might think best. On-exa
ining the papers directed the General Committee at this sessidn,
was found that a letter was received from Rev. James Manning, pres
dent of Providence College, inhBde isand, recommending anche
couraging the Baptists of Virginia to erect a seminary of learning. This
subject wa, of course, taken up, and they came to the following dec
sion, viz.:

Resolved That a committee of five persons on each side of
James Rivebe appointed to forward the business respecting a
seminary 6 learning; accordingly Samuel &ris, Eli Clay, Sm-
ean Walton and David Barrow were appointed on the south, and
Robert Carter, John Waller, William Fristoe, John Lelamdd
Reuben Ford on the north side of said river.

Resolved That Samuel B&rris, John Williams, Simeon Walton,
John Leland, Henry Tolermnd Lewis Lunsforlbe appointed to
collect materials for compiling and publishing a History of the
Baptists in Virginia, and report to the next General Committee.

The next General Committee met in Richmond, Audtist 1789.
Delegates from seven Associationset. SamuelHarris moderator;
Reuben Ford, clerk. At this session letters and minutes of corakspon
ence were received from various quarters. The usefulness of the General
Committee in keeping up a correspondence and intercourse among the
Baptists througbut the United States was inconceivable. From Georgia
to Massachusetts they were known, and received occasionally from
some, and statedly from others, letters, minutes and other indications of
fellowship. So that, if a general union wfen, embarked in theame
heavenly cause, could be esteemed desirable, then ought we to esteer
the General Committee as an institution founded in wisdom.

! The General Committee at this meeting adopted an address to GeneralgA/ashin
ton, congratulating him on his elevation ke tPresidency of the newly formed United
States, and declaring their jealous concern for the rights of conscience undenthe Co
stitution recently adopted. For this a
Appendix.

2 For notices of Elders Toler and hsford, see Appendix.
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The committee for the promotion of a seminary of learning, appointed
last year, was continued, with the alteration ofva persons.

Sundry persons were also added to those appointed last year for the
collection of documents for printirigA History of the Rise and Progress
of the Baptists in Virginia

The propriety of hereditary slavery was also taken up at this session,
and after some time employed in the consideration of the subject, the
following resolution was offered by Mr. Leland and adopted:

Resolved That slavery is a violent deprivation of the rights of
nature and inconsistent with a republican government, anckther
fore recommend it to our brethren to make use of every legal
measure to extirpate this horrid evil from the land; and pr&y A
mighty God that our honorable Legislature may have it in their
power to proclaim the great Jubilee, consistent with the principles
of good policy.

Those who had formerly gone under the nanfRegfularssent a letter
to this General Committee, remonstrating against some things licensed
among that part of the Baptists formerly caldeparatesTo which an
answer was sent by the Genazaimmittee, which proved satisfactory.

At this General Committee was Joshua Baragseacher, who was
born blind. As the God of mare would be merciful, whenever hed
prives any ofHis creatures of on@atural endowment He commonly
doublegtheir capacityn something else. MBarnesproperlypossessed
the most singularly retentive memory as to anything he heard, especially
what was read to him, of any other man living. He would preach a long
sermon and quote an uncommon number of texts of Scriptureve pr
his points, of which he would always tell both chapter and verse. He was
an excellent preacher and a very pious man. He was a native and resident
of North Carolina, but traveled much in Virginia. He died in the year
1796.

The select committee appointéad compiling a History of the Ba
tists in Virginia reported that they had proceeded so far therein as to find
a foundation laid for entering on the said work.

Resolved therefore, That the Rev. John Leland and Johk Wi
liams be recommended by the GeneZaimmittee to engage in
compiling the said History, and that the brethren hitherto engaged
in collecting materials do furnish the said compilers as far as they
can, and that the profits arising from the work be wholly to the
compilers.
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The business respeantj a seminary of learning was referred to the
next General Committee.

The next General Committee met at Nudkolmeetinghouse,
Goochland CountyMay 14, 1791. Delegates from seven Associations
were enrolled.

The first business in which they engaged wasdnsider whether
they had not departed from their former plan. This question produced a
long debate. It was determined tHzyhad deviated from their original
plan; that the original design of the General Committee was only to
consider religiougpolitical grievances and to sefk redress.

Resolvedtherefore, That that part of the third article which
contains these word8And all references from thRistrict As®-
ciations respecting matters that may concern the whole dduy,
struck out.

Consideringhat neither the Associations nor the General Committee
ever pretended to anything more than the power of giving advice, this
decision was certainly very injudicious. What possible mischief, it may
be asked, could arise from receiving references from tisectations
respecting matters of a general nature? It would seem to an impatrtial
mind to be the surest road to uniformity and, consequently, to harmony
and peace. This decision, or something else, proved fatal to the rising
prosperity of the General Comitee, for from that session it began to
decline, and so continued until it was finally dissolved in the year 1799.

Having thus cramped themselves, they proceeded to the consideration
of other matters. The memorial against the glebes, etc., was the only
busness before them.

This session of the General Committee was the fullest and the most
respectable of any that had ever béefd in Virginia, there being an
assemblage of the greatest Baptist preachers residing within the State,
besides two or three from Gigia, who in point of talents might be
honorably compared with any in any part of the worlde§e were the
Rev. Silas Mercérand the Rev. Jeremiah WalKenf the latter of whom

! Elder Mercer removed from Halifax County, N.C., to Wilkes County, Ga., about
the year 1775. He was accompanied on this visit to Virginia by his son Jesse, then a
young preacher of great promise, in the twesggond year of his agéhe father and
son conducted a tour of preaching through various parts of the State during this visit,
and were heard in many places by wast
guished and influential Baptist minister ever reared in the State aof Ggoa , 0 anoc
most liberal patron of the university which bears his name.
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much has alreadyeen said. These twuen,although agreed upon the
point d baptism, and therefore both Baptists, were much at variance
upon the doctrines of free will and free grace; or as they are sometimes,
by way of distinction, called Calvinism and Arminianism. Mr. Mercer
was a decided Calvinist, andr. Walker as decidec&n Arminan;
though it must be confessed that neither of them carried their system to
such extremes as they have been carried by many. Mr. Mercer denied the
doctrine of eternal reprobation, and Mr. Walker acknowledged that of
imputed righteousness. In tleneral Committee each had a respectable
party, though the Calvinistic side was much the largest. It is hard to say
which of the two had the advantage in point of talents. They were both
men of superlative original genius, and neither had the advantage of
classical education, to remedy the defect of which each of them had
applied himself to reading, though at somewhat a late period of life, and
it is not easy to determine which of the two was most advanced in the
knowledge of books. As it respected addresither in or out of the
pulpit, Walker had greatly the superiorityis manners in private oo
panies were exceedingly engaging. Gentle, affable, polite, familiar yet
dignified; he was, in a word, everything that could encourage the
backward or soothe ¢hirritable.His conversation was sensible and |
diciously adapted to those with whom he was conversing. He was by no
means urgent or positive in supporting his opinions, but would ply his
competitor with strong arguments, as if they were pearls throvoreoef
him, which he might gather up as his own or leave them; and it is
probable few men could make gewgaws look more like jewels than
Jeremiah Walker. His was a sweetened dose. dnptlpit, although
Walker possessed but little oratorical fire (at leasisiast days), yet he
was singularly entertaining. When Walker preached there were few
listless hearers.

Mercer, on the other hand, both in his countenance and manners, had
considerably the appearance of sternness; and to feel quite free in his
company i was necessary to be well acquainted with him. He seldom
talked on any other subject except religion; and when in company with
young preachers, or those who might question his doctrine or ms opi
ions, his remarks chiefly turned on polemical points. He imdefai-
gable in striving to maintain his points, and for this purpose would hear
any and all objections that could be raised, and would then labdr assi

! Elder Walker was at this time the leader of the General Baptists of Georgia,
comprised of those who sympathized with his Arminian views. This was his last visit to
Virginia prior to his death, the year following,ortt September 20th.
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uously to remove them. His arguments, however, neither in private nor
public, were ever dressed witinatorical ornament. He did not aim at it.
Indeed, he did not seem to wish it. He spoke and acted like one who felt
himself surrounded by the impregnable bulwarks of truth, and therefore
did not wish to parley. Regardless of the mountings of his armor, his
whole attention was occupied in wielding it well, and in assuring himself
and others that it was made of durable metal. He seemed to be afraid of
marring the real splendor of his diamonds by a fictitious glistening.
Having thus shortly portrayed these twwen as they appeared to us
when in Virginia in 1791, we will give some account of their measures to
support their opinions while with us.

Mercer, being on the popular side, was chosen to preach on Sunday.
Walker, with some difficulty, obtained leave t@epch on Monday.
Mercer went fully into the arguments tending to illustrate and prove his
system. He was masterly, indeed. He spoke as one hevingrity.

His sermon left deep and durable impressions. Walker also defended
his principles in an ingeniousnd masterly manner. Feeling himself
measurably pressed down by the popular current, he could not display
the same bold and commanding spirit as his competitor felt. He was,
however, by no means deficient in close and forcible arguments. From
the General Qomittee they both traveled and preached extensively
through the State, creating wherever they went much conversation and
agitation of mind among the people. Walker published a pamphlet ent
tled fiThe Fourfold Foundation of Calvinism Examined and Shakien.
was certainly no mean performance, and was thought to have made
temporary impressions upon many strong Calvinists. Mercer also had
books upon the contested points, but not of his own composition. The
ultimate consequence of this investigation of prindpl&s a decrease
of Arminianism among the Baptists of Virginia, and a much greater
uniformity in the doctrines of grace. Some were thought also, after these
events, to have pushed the Calvinistic scheme to an Antinomian e
treme.

Their next meeting was atomahawkmeetinghouseChesterfield
County, May 13, 1792. Delegates from nine Associations met.

It was now made a question whether the last General Committee had
not cramped themselves by the amendment to the constitution, in the
third article. In order talecide this point a committee was appointed to
frame a solution, which, after some amendments, was in the following
words, vtz.:
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After maturely deliberating on a variety of circumstances, your
committee suppose that the business oGteeralCommittee iso
consider all the political grievances of the whole Baptist Society in
Virginia and all references from Associations, as also other ci
cumstances which evidently relate to the external interest of the
whole body of Bapdts, and no other concerns whwr.

This explanation of the power of the General Committee is certainly
very obscure. It is still doubtful how far their power extended, seeing
various constructions might be put upon the import of the wiexls
ternal interest But the most obvious impropriety exists in the-r
ceedings of this and the last General Committee upon this subject. The
General Committee for 1791 alters the constitution by which it exists;
that of 1792 alters it again, and almost, if not altogethargbit backo
statuisqua Now it may be asked, Can it be proper for any Assembly who
derive their powers, not from themselves, but from some other source, to
abridge or enlarge those powers without consulting those from whom
they originated? The constiton having been either directly or iRrd
rectly sanctioned by all the Associations composing the Generat Co
mittee, no alteration could rightly be made without their apgirdf it
were otherwise, it would be perfectly needless to have any constitution,
asthey would be no longer bound by any part offensive to themselves
than the time it would take to alter it. Frequent changes in any institution
invariably tend to lessen its stability.

The old question, respecting the glebes and churches, as it was ge
eraly called, of course was taken up, and fell into its usual channel. At
this session several books, designed for publication, were offered to the
General Committee in order to obtain their sanction. This was granted.
This is one of many ways in whithemeeting might be useful. To bring
a book, designed for publication, immediately before a public assembly,
in order to gain their appval, would be impracticable; but a general
meeting might be useful, by appointing a standing committee for the
purpose of eamining anything intended for the press which directly
concerns the honor and interests of the Baptists. This select committee
might make a report stating the outlines of the book, according to which
the general meeting could properly give or withholdrthetommend-
tion; this would probably, on the one hand, give currency to such tracts
as possess merit; while, on the other hand, it might happily suppress such
as would do injury to the cause of God and truth.

The General Committee continued toheddatthe usual time of year,
at the following places, viz.: 1793 Muddy CremieetinghousePow-
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hatan County1794 at Winds meetinghouseHanover County1795 at
RoundaboutmeetinghouselLouisa County 1796 at Du Pui med-
inghouse Powhatan Countyl797 at Upper King anQueenmeetirg-

house King and Queen County 1798 at Buckingham Old Church,
Buckingham County 1799 at Wallegis meetinghouse Spotsylvania
County, where they agreed to dissolve. During this period anadnre
sonable jealousy of their escising too much power was often man
fested, both by Associations and individualbis] added to some other
causes, produced a gradual declension in the attendance of members a
well as a nerveless languor in the transaction of business. Tha-remo
strancerespecting glebes, &c., was the only business which excited no
jealousies, and that was the only matter which was ever completed after
the year 1792.

The business respecting a seminary of learning was, in 1788, co
mitted to the hands of the Rev. John Vdiths and Mr. Thomas Read, of
Charlotte, who reported the following plan: That fourteen trustees be
appointed, all of whom shall be Baptists; that these at their first meeting
appoint seven others of some other religious denomination; that the
whole twentyone then form a plan and make arrangements for &xecu
ing it. This scheme was proceeded in so far as to appoint the whole of the
trustees, who had one or two meetings, in which advances were made
towards maturing the plan. But apprehensive that they shotlok able
to procure sufficient funds, with some other discouragements, ithey f
nally abandoned it. The compilation of a history of the Virginia Baptists
having been committed wholly to the hands of Mr. Williams, after Mr.
Lelands removal, he, after malg no inconsiderable progress in-co
lecting documents, in consequence of the decline of his health, found
himself under the necessity of resigning his trust. This he did in a letter to
the General Committee in 1794. The Committee received his aesign
tion, and resolved to decline it for the present.

The last act of the General Committee was to recommend tosthe A
sociations to form a plan for a general meeting of correspondence to
promote and preserve union and harmony among the churches. Of this
meeting a shrt account may be found in the following chapter.



CHAPTER SEVEN:
The Origin and History of the General

Meeting of Correspondence.

May, 1800, delegates met at L§deneetinghousefrom several A-
sociations for the double purg®of revising the Confession of Faith and
as a convention to form a constitution for a general meeting. The bus
ness was committed to a select committee. On Monday morning the
constitution, as prepared by the select committee, was reported-and r
ceived. e great jealousy which had been expressed by the Associ
tions respecting the General Committee, put the Convention so much
upon their guard that in forming the constitution they almost gave
themselves nothing to do. Their business, if it could properigabied
the business of a meeting, was to collect and publish useful pieces,
somewhat in the nature of a magazine, which was to be sold to defray its
own expense. The advantages resulting from a general intercourse of the
Associations in Virginia were sdwious that its friends were willing to
have a meeting upon any terms which would accomplish that end. It
must have been foreseen that unless they could be employeden som
thing which mightbe thought beneficial, the mées would be but
thinly attendedBut few could be found willing to travel long distances
without having any other business, except that of seeing each other and
communicating the good or evil tidings whielreryonebrought with
him. Accordingly the meetings were attended by but few foerss
years.

Only three Associations, viz., Dover, Goshend Albemarle,
adopted the constitution at first. When they met from year to year,
nothing being prepared for the press, little else was done than to regulate
the internal concerns of the meetangd appoint the time and place of the
next. So dragged on the General Meeting of Correspondence, until May,
1807, when they met at Buckingham O&hurch, in Buckingham
County Delegates from four Associations met (Appomattox having
fallen in). Likewise theRoanoke sent a messenger to gain information,
not having as yet determined. This meeting, finding from experience the
improbability of ever carrying the first constitution intoesft, resolved
to form a new onésuch as they in their judgments, believede for

'Lyl eds meetinghouse, in Fluvanna Count
2 By this constitution they could take up any matter, previously decided on, in any
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the good of the cause, and not merely with a view to adapting it to the
suspicious minds of a few leading characters, who were perhaps actuatec
by upright though mistaken motives. In order to give full time for the
investigation of this new coftiution, the next General Meeting was
fixed on the fourth Saturday in October, 1808.

Accordingly, on the above date, the General Meeting assembled at
Bethel meetinghouskjn Chesterfield CountySix Associations had
adopted the new constitution and sent their delegates, viz., Dover, G
shen, Albemarle, Appomattox, Roanpkaed Meherrin.

The former moderator being absent by death, Robert B. Semple was
chosen moderator, and Reuben Ford clerk. TheeaMeeting took up
the following business: The propriety of offering an address to Mr.
Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States, who, having served his
country faithfully for many years, was now about to retire from public
life. The address wagnanimously voted and sent on; to which the
President returned an immediate answer. (See Appendix.) It @lso a
peared from some late publications that the Baptists in Virginia had been
misrepresented as to their sentiments respecting human learning. It was
determined at this meeting to rebut this calumny by publishing a few
remarks on that subject in the form of a circular letter, which was a
cordingly done.

The Philadelphia Association, a short time before this, had published
their centurial sermon, the &atr of which had written on that he had
reserved 150 or 200 copies of that sermon for the disposal of the General
Meeting, as a present to them. At this meeting harmony and peace
reigned. The preaching and the public exercises generally appeared to
have tte divine smiles. It was an encouraging meeting.

The next General Meeting of Correspondence was held at Tarwallet
meetinghous@ October 28, &c., 809. Delegates fim five Associations

Associatiord Aut hor 6s note.

! Bethel church, still a member of the Middle District Association, have their
meetinghouse near the line of the Richmond and Danville counties.

2 Tarwallet meetinghouse, where this meeting of the Committee was held, was near
Cumberland Courthouse. The Committeataoued in existence until June 7, 1823, at
which time, in the Second Baptist church, Richmond, the General Association was
formed with R. B. Semple moderator, and William Todd clerk. There were fifteen
delegates in attendance. There were in the Stdte &tie about 40,000 Baptists, white
and colored, and twenty District Associations. J.B. Jeter and Daniel Witt \pere a
pointed missionaries at this first meeting of the Association. The annual gatherings of
this body became popularly termed in subsequeamtryess fit he June meet
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assembled.

The same moderator and clerk were chosen as last yearubjgots
were brought forward at this meeg, which, if ever matured, must
greatly conduce to the future happiness of the Baptists as a religious
society: The religious education of children and the establishment of
some seminary or public school to assisting preachers to acquire
literary knowledge.

The first was disposed of by recommending to parents the use of
catechisms, and especially one lately published for use of the Baptist
Society; and the other, by appointing two persons to acquire information
and digest a plan for such a seminary.

In the following and all the tables of the Association there are a few
cases in which no positive information could be had, particulady r
specting the time of the cstitution of churches, and their number at
constiution. In such cases our informants made their statements to the
best of their recollection.

! The constitution of the General Meeting of Correspondence had now been adopted
by a majority of Associations in the State, but from some cause, several failed to
meetd Aut hor és not e.
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CHAPTER EIGHT:
The History of the Proceedings of

the Dover Association.

In our history of the Gener&issociation the reader will find that in
1783 they divided into four districts, of which two were on the south and
two on the north side afamesRiver, called the Lower and Upper i
tricts, &c., fixing their boundaries on the north side, from Manakin town
onJames Riverin a straight line by Fredericksburg to the Potomac. The
two on the north side, it appears, agreed to meet together once a year, an
to hold besides one s&ate session in each district.

The minutes for 178 and 1785 have not been proeal In Noven-
ber, 186, they met at Groun8quirrel meetinghousein Hanover
County William Webber was chosen moderator, and Reuben Ford clerk.

The only business of general application transacted at this session was
the solution of the following queryHow is ordination legally pe
formed?

Answer A presbytery of ministers are fully empowered to ordain
any faithful man properly recommended, whom they shall judge able to
teach others; and that ministers shallsubject to ministers withgard
to theircall to the ministry and the doctrines they preach. The church
where the minister is a member shall take cognizance of his moral
characten

This decision, though founded in reason and Scripture, gave umbrage
to some, who indulged strong jealousies respgahinisterial influence,
and who held that a call from a church was sufficient ordination. In
consequence of this opposition, the subject was again introduced into the
Dover Association in the year 1792, to our history of which the reader is
referred.

Ocdober12, 17878 They met again at the Factdrin Westmoreland

! These separate associational meetings sedmve been held in the earlynsu
mer. A manuscript journal kept by Richard Dozier, of Westmoreland County, has the
foll owing entry with reference to one ¢
the Middle meetinghouse in Northumberland; began dor8ay, June 3 and co-
tinued till Monday following. | went Sunday and returned home Monday night. Four
preachers there, vis., Toler, Saunders, McLane, and Lunsford. About 2,000 people
present. 0

% The Factory was a meetiqace in the bounds of Nomiohurch, situated on the
road from the Hague to Warsaw, not far
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County. Letters from twentyone churches were received. Many local
matters were taken up and decided. The preaching at this Association
was warm and heasearching. Some who were there spefik as a

very precious season. Such is always the case when God is ab®ut to r
vive His work.

October8, 17880 The next and last session of the united districts
was atBurrisbmeetinghousen Caroline County Twentyone churches
corresponded. After attdmg to a great deal of local business, they
agreed to finally dividé.To the Lower District they agreed to attach the
name Dover, and Orange to the Upper.

May 16, 17890 The Dover Association met at Upper King and
Queenmeetinghouseletters were receiveflom twentyone churches.
This beirg the time of the great revival, almost throughout the district,
the letters teemed with the mosorgpus intelligence. This Assation
was attended by preachers from various quarters of the State. & heir |
bors, by dayand by night, were abundantly blessed. The souls of saints
were comforted, and many, very many, sinners were won over to Christ.
It was a blessed time. At this Association, as well as at several before and
after this, the perplexing question with regasdhe marriage of slaves
was introduced. The Association resolved that the state of the slaves of
Virginia was of so singular and delicatenature thaino general rule
could apply. They therefore advised the churches to adapt tleeir pr
ceedings to the natel of each case in the most prudent way.

October 16, 1789.0 The Association met at Kilmarnoakeetirg-
house? in Lancaster CountySeventeen churches corresponded by le
ters, in which very refreshing news is communicated. The revival was
still progressingMany hundreds had been baptized in the course of the
year. No business of importance was entered upon.

May 1, 1790.50 They met at Hoar Swamp meetinghots$¢enrico
County Letters from nineteen churches were received. The revival, it
appeared from the leterhad subsided in a considerable degree. The
preaching and other religious exercises at this Association were e

of Richard Dozier, under date of October 11, 1787, mentions Elders lvison Lewis and
William Mullin as fAon t he odatiowmegeting begins h e
next day (Friday). o

! The Lower District held several meetings separate from the other, but they were
thinly attended, and blittle was doneéd Aut hor.6s not e

% The principal meeting place of Morattico church, near the village lofia¢nock.

% Situated in the lower end of Henrico County, about fifteen miles below Richmond.
The name early disappeared from our list of churches.



R. B. SEMPLE |97

ceedingly pleasant to the pious who were present.

A matter that had produced considerable confusion in some parts of
the Association was now osidered, viz., whether baptisiwas valid
when administered by amaordained person.To which the Association
replied:fiThat in cases where the ordinance had been administered in a
solemn and religious manner, that it mightdessidered as valid, and
that persons so baptized might be admitted as members of the church
upon hearing and approving their experieace.

October9, 17900 They met at Diamondaneetinghousein Essex
County. Letters from twentnine churches were received, which speak
of pleasant timas. The only business of a permanent nature transacted at
this Association was the decision of the following quésya minister in
duty bound to serva church that doe®t support him® was aaswered
in the negative.

The correctness of this decisibas since been much questioned.

Is the union of pastor and church merely a contract between them as
parties? If it is, then the decision is correct; but if assuming the pastoral
care of a church partakes of the nature of a vow to God, as well as a
contrad¢ with the church, then the minister is bound to discharge the
duties of a pastor until he has satisfactory evidence that Godxhas e
empted him from such duties and designs him for some other place. The
non-compensation of ministerial services is not sugfi¢ proof that God
does not will his further labors in such a place, seeing many ministers
have been highly favored of God in places where they have received
little or no compensation from their hearers. The best conclusion,
therefore, is that althoughelthurch is censurable for withholding from
the pastor his just right, yet the pastor is bound to God, and has His
promise that he that trusts in Him shall want no good thing.

The circular letter on justification, by Mr. Toler, was much approved,
and was odered to be printed with the minutes. This isftre instance
of the minutes of thAssociationbeing printed

October8, 17910 Pursuant to appointment the Association met at
Kingston meetinghouseMathews County Letters from twentseven
churches were received. They give no pleasing accounts of revivals, but
hold forth a state of peace amdnquility among the church.

Octoberl3, 17920 The Association met at Bruingtoneetinghouse
King and Queen CountyLettersfrom twentyfive churches wereer
ceived. By them it appeared that in Dover District the harvesipasts

'Now called the MadAhtehwdrsd sneredtien.ghouse
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and the summer ended. Coéthis and languor were generallyneo
plained of. The great revival had now subsided and the axe of discipline
was laid at theoot of the tree. Many barren and fruitless trees wkre a
ready cut down. In many of the churches the number excluded surpassed
the number received. The Association, however, was full. Great crowds
attended the preaching, and it was doubtless a happy seaSwus
children.

Among other business of less note, the subject of the ordination of
elders, or church officers, was taken up at this Association. A question
had been agitated for some years, whether ordination ought to be by the
imposition of the handsf a presbytery or plurality of elders (the mode
commonly practiced in Virginia), or whether a solemn call from a church
was not sufficient.

On the part of the advocates of ordination without the imposition of
hands, it was argued that churches were asledged to be indepeén
ent, but if they could not obtain the full services of a minister, unless he
had been previously examined and ordained by a presbytery,rtheir i
dependence was so far destroyed; that churches were better judges what
gifts would suit tem than presbyt&s could be; that the imposition of
hands mentioned in the Scriptures was with a view to miraculous and not
common gifts; and lastly, that it had the appearance of being governed
too much by forms.

To these arguments it was answered that New Testament did
surely sanction the practice of laying on of hands in some cases where no
miraculous consequences did ensue; that although the imposition of
hands was a form, yet it was a significant form used in all ages of the
Christian Church fothe purpose of consecrating or setting apart persons
for holy offices; that baptism and the L@&dsupper were also external
forms, but being significant and sanctioned by the Widrespiration,
they were owned and blessed to the church; that it wathmtiehurches
were, and ought to be, independent, to a proper extent, but tlkis ind
pendence did not authorize them to ordain officers contrary to revelation,
unless they were independent of God also; that no minister or deacon
was imposed upon them but their own consent; that although a church
might judge better than a presbytery what suited her, it was notreaso
able that those who had not exercised a public gift should benso co
petent to judge of public gifts as those who had.

After the subject had lea investigated for years at different times and
in different ways, it was finally decided in this Association in favor of
the imposition of hands. After this very little was ever said about it.
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The purchase of lottery tickets was considered by this Asisocias
a species of gaming, and not sufferable in members of churches.

October12, 17930 They met at Glebe Landingneetinghousein
Middlesex. Most of the letters complained of cold tim&ke only
business of a general natunich occupied their atteioh was the
recommending that rules for family discipline and the instruction of
youth should be formed. This, however, has never as yet gone fully into
operation. It was at this session that a church in the city of Williamsburg,
composed wholly of blackgople, or rather people of color, was- a
mitted into the Association. They have continued ever since to send their
delegates.

It was in this year that the pestilential fever prevailed to suck-a di
tressing extent in the city of Philadelphia. The Assoamtielieving it
to be a judgment of God, appointed a day of fasting and prayepto de
recate His wrath.

At this Association the preaching was uncommonly animating; the
business was conducted with much harmony, and all parties, pleased
with the interview, sgarated from each other in love and peace. The
circular letter was written by Mr. Lunsford on the covenant of grace.

October 11, 1794.0 They again met at Nomini meetinghouse,
Westmoreland Counfyaccording to appointment. Nothing of a singular
or generahature was transacted at this time. The letters said nothing of a
revival, but of the contrary. The preaching, debateaversation, &c.,
were all apparently calculated to do permanent good as well asito mi
ister immediate gratification. It was a feastthe Lords family. The
circular letter was written on thiNature of Associationgfrom which a
guotationhas been already made.

October10, 17950 The next session was at Fadile Creekmesd-
inghouseHenrico CountyNo business was transacted worthpatice.

From first to last of the meeting everything went on agreeably. The
circularletterwaswritten by Elder Reuben Ford on the dutywhisters,
deaconsand churches. The writing of the circular letter on this subject
arose from this circumstance: very worthy and usful minister had
undertaken tadischarge some public office, by which he was much
hindered from his ministerial duties. It was supposed that the reasonable
demands of his family made it necessary, he having been neglected by
the churchThe letter was composed with a view to stimulatercihes,
ministers, and deacons #&oregular performance of their duties to each
other. The next Association was appointed at the Lower Cotfege
inghousein King William County.
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October8, 17960 Met ageeably to appointment. Nothing important
was attended to. There were no angry disputations, no whisperings, no
parties; but after friendly debates, there were most commonlyi-unan
mous decisions. The circular letter was composed on the religious ed
cation d children, which subject was also taken up upon the following
guery:How ought the religious education of children to be conducted?

Answer By the use of catechisms; and we recommend for the present
such as may be judged useful.

A committeé was also appointed to compose a suitable one for the
use of the members of the Associatidhe next Association wapa
pointed at Bestlantheetinghousen Essex County

October14, 17970 Met agreeably to appointment. Elder Johey L
land, from New Englandattended. His preaching and conversation at
this Association werdighly entertaining, as well as instructing, esp
cially to young and inexperienced ministers. At this session nothing but
business of a local nature called their attention. The circuler fettthis
Association was written by Elder Reuben Ford, without any appointed
subject. The Association met in peace, continued in love, and parted with
sorrow and hope.

October13, 17980 The next Association met at Mathewsetirg-
house Mathews Countyaccording to appointment. The letters did not
detail anything very interesting. The business was altogether loeal, e
cept as to the following queryVhat is the opinion of the Association
concerning the washing the saibtset?

Answer We do not considehé washing of feet an ordinance of the
Gospel, but an act of entertainment, and being a servile act, appears to
have been enjoined by Christ, to be observed by his disciples, as a token
of humility, and may include any other act usually performed by ser
ans.

The circular letter was written upon the subject of fasts. As usual, it
was a time of love to G@d people. The next Association was appointed
at Hickory Neckmeetinghouselame<City County

October12, 1799.0 They met according to appointment. Thedet
of correspondence seemed now to afford more pleasing accounts. The
day-star began to dawn. Great revivals were in embryo. The place of this
meeting was inconvenient to a majority of the churches; in consequence

! The author of this history was a member of this oottee, and a catechism pu
lished by him in 1809 was undertaken in conformity with the resolution adopted by the
above meetingThe work is mentioned with higbpommendation in the sketch of its
author inVirginia Baptist Ministers.
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of which there was not so full a represaion of the churches as ahs®

other Associations. It was also thought that the congregations were not
so large as theysually were orsuch occasions. The business of the
Association, which was entirely local, was, however, conducted ha
moniously. The circular letter was written on the connection between
pastors anghurches. The next Associatiowas appointed at Nuckisl
meetinghouseGoochland County

Octoberll, 18000 They met according to appointment. Good news
and glad tidings nowaduted the ears and hearts of the pious. Glorious
revivals were spoken of in most of the letters. So pleasing was-the i
formation that the Association resolved to decline printing for tke pr
sent the circular letter written by the directions of the lasiodstion,
and now to draw up an account of the revival, which was accordingly
done. Nothing singular or general was transacted at this Association. It
was a time of life, loveand peace. The next Association was appointed
at MattaponmeetinghouseKing andQueen County

October10, 18016 They met according to appointment. From the
letters it was learned that the revivals spoken of last year were still gl
riously going on, and some new ones begun. At this Association the
preaching and other religious empients seemed to have singular
effects. The souls of Christians were enlivened, and although for many
years the Association at all her meetings had experienced uninterrupted
harmony and peace, it must be admitted that the religious enjoyment at
this rathe surpassed that of any other.

A good deal of local, but no general business occupied the attention of
the Association. The circular letter was written upon the use and abuse of
spirituous liquors. The reason for taking up this subject is obvious to any
who know the state of civil society. The next Association was appointed
at Nomni meetinghous@Nestmoreland County

October 918020 They met according to appointment. By the letters
it appeared that the revivals in some places were rather on the decline; i
others new ones were commencing. Upon the whole the cause-of go
liness was progressing. At this Association an attempt was made to e
tablish a uniformity among the churches, in holding their church-mee
ings. Some churches admitted to their church megtiegen for dise
pline and government, all the members of the church, male and female,
bond and free, young and old. Others admitted all male members,

! This circular letter was from the pen of Elder James Greenwood, and is preserved
i n Mc Bistdrylofitte Rappahannock Associatipage 106.
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whether slaves or free. By experience this plan was found vastly i
convenient. The degraded state of thinds of slaves rendered them
totally incompetento the task of judging correctly respecting theibus
ness of the church, and in many Churches there was a majority of slaves;
in consequence of which great confusion often arose. The Association at
Mattaponidirected that the subject should be treateal circular letter-

The letter argued and advised that although all members were entitled to
the privileges, yet that none but free male members should exercise any
authority in the church. The Associatioffitea some debate, sanctioned

the plan by a large majority. Nomimeetinghousstands in the Nant

ern Neck, quite inconvenient for a majority of the churches. The-Ass
ciation was of course not so full as usual, but as usual it weagraaable

time. The ngt Association was appointed at Upper King and Queen
meetinghouseKing andQueen County

October8, 18030 Met according to appointment. By the letters we
learn that in some churches times were very pleasing; but in others very
much the reverse. A subject, long a matter of debate among the Baptists
of Virginia, was debated and settled at this Association, vie. pib-
priety of preaching funeral sermons. A query had been introduced into
the Association the year before, and it was made the subject of-the ci
cular letter. The sentiments of the letter were, that preaching funeral
sermons and funeral ceremonies gemgnrakre matters of perfechid
difference, and could have neither good nor evil in them; but that things
of indifference could be turned by bad men to bad purposes, and it was
equally obvious that good men, when it was in their power, could, and
ought to diect them to good purposes; that the Gospel ought to be
preached on all occasions when there was a hope of its doing good; that
preaching over the dead was a kind of invitation to go to the house of
mourning where the living might lay it to heart. Thesahvsome other
arguments of less weight, seemed to clear up most of the doubts. The
letter was received with an almost unanimous vote.

In this Association an animated debate took place on the propriety of
passing church censures upon members who will naribate a ra-
sonable proportion to the expenses of the church. The decision was that
no censure ought to pass on that account. The subject was, however,
resumed the ensuing year, and the decision was given in the following
words:

! The letter was the joint work of Elders R.B. Semple and J. Greenwood, and is
pr eser v e d History ofthe Rappahadreck Associatigrage 110.
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We never doubted but thatcording to the Gospel it was the
duty of every member of the church to contribute to the expense of
the church according as the Lord had prosgetam; but we
supposed it might bproductive of disagreeable consequences if
the church undertook to judg# the ability of members and to
censure or approve them.

At this Association times were agreeable, so far as respected religious
employment, but the happiness of many was somewhat lessened by a
practice which had long prevailed, more or less, at Assonmtand
great meetings, but which here arose to a very distressing height, viz., the
selling of spirituous liquors by wicked and worthless persons, iR co
sequence of which many who were so unprincipled and wicked as not to
restrain themselves became intmated, and of course disorderly.
Warned by these events, measures have been taken by the Associatior
since the above period, to prevent such abuses, and they have been a
successful as could be expected in such a case. The next Association wa
appointed aFourMile CreekmeetinghouseHenrico County

October 18, 1808 They met according to appointmentof the
letters it apears that no revival existed in any church, but from some
there were considerable expectations. Several matters of a general anc
important nature occupied the attention of the Associatidhisimeé-

i ng, vi z. i T h eTheCHistofy efshe Baptists io%i F a
ginia, the appointment of Union Meetings, and a Remonstrance against a
law of Virginia respecting night meetingsall of which will be noticed

in other places of this work. About this time, the Baptists in thi®Ass
ciation received a grievous wound in the wretched apostasy of one
Thomas Bridges, who had been a preacher of some celebrity, but was
now convicted and sent tihe penitentiary for horsstealing. The
friends of Zion mourned, ntecause the foundation of God was shaken,
or could be shaken, but because the cause of truth was too plausibly,
though fallaciously, reproached. To obviate the evil as much as pgssible
the circular letter was written updhe subject of religious apostasi.

was thought that good effects arose from it. The next Association was
appointed at BruingtomeetinghouseKing andQueen County

October12, 18058 They met according to appoinémt. By the l&
ters of correspondence the Association was informed of great and good
news from several parts. In most of the churches in the lower end of the

'This letter, prepared by El ders Sempl
History of the Rappahannock Associatipage 113.
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district, between Rappahannock alaines Rives, there were previous
revivals. In some, several hdred had been baptized. The preaching and
other religious exercises at the Association were correspondent with this
heavenly news. It was a time of feasting upon fat things. No business
whatever of a singular and general nature was transacted, except that
some attention was paid to the history noticed in the last. Elder Toler,
according to appointment, produced a most excellent circular letter on
the subject of brotherly love. The next Association was appointed at
GraftonmeetinghousgYork County

Octoberll, 18060 They met according to appointment. Information
was received that a great and glorious work of God was going on in the
Northern Neck. Most of the churches in this quarter participated more or
less; but Nomini, under the care of Mr. Toler, waseslgpively favored.

The business which occupied the attention of this Association was a
together local. The Ass@tion was not so full as usual, being in an e
centric place; but those who did go said it was good for them that they
were there. The circuldetter was written on the place and object of
good works. The next Association was appointed at Waneetirg-
house King andQueen Countywhich, on account of the pressure of
business, was appointed to hold four days.

October 11, 18078 They met accordip to appointment. No new
revivals are spoken of in any of the letters. In some places where revivals
had been a few years past, they speak of distressing times; that the love
of many was waxing cold. There must be a fanning time as well as a
harvesting tire. The Association, according to last ysappointment,
continued four days. Some business of a general, and much of a local
nature occupied their attention. The ye&0@ was a year of great
drought; and crops of corn were uncommonly scanty, insorthath
many poor people suffered for the necessaries of life. In the time of the
drought most of the Baptist churches appointed and obsentedbfzs
The crops of the year 08 were uncommonly plentiful. The Assaci
tion, taking this matter into considerati determined to appoint a
thanksgiving day.The circular letter, appointed to be written upon the
nature of sanctification, by Elder Toler, was read and approved by a
majority; but supposing that the investigation of a subject, sufficiently
settled ontlte main points and too intricate on subordinate ones to expect
unanimity, would produce no good effect, it was determined not to print

! This day was uniformly observed throughout the district, to the great satisfactio
of almost all sorts of peop@. Aut hor 6s not e.































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































